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PREFACE OF THE TRANSLATOR. 



When on a holiday tour in Germany, a 
few years since, I heard, wherever I went, 
to my great surprise and pleasure, sweet 
little melodies played on the pianoforte by 
little folks, with astonishing facility and 
correctness. I ascertained that the name 
of the composer was Aloys Hennes* the 
author of the world-renowned ^ Klavier- 
Unterrichtsbriefe ' (' Letters on Piano 
Instruction'). I brought a copy of the 
work with me to England, and obtaining 
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the authors permission, I undertook a 
teanslation of that excellent work, in order 
to place it within reach of the English 
public. Under the title of ^ A New Method 
for the Piano,' it has since been published 
by Novello, Ewer & Co., 1, Bemers 
Street, London. 

In my correspondence with the author 
in Berlin, I learnt to what remarkable 
circumstances this work — now enjoying a 
world-wide popularity — owed its origin, 
and these sketches, which the author 
intended for publication in the original 
German, have, at my suggestion, been 
first published in an English translation. 
For I atti convinced that it will greatly 
interest the musical profession to hear 
what first induced the author to bring out 
his ^New Method for Piano Teaching,' 
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which is now the admiration of the lead- 
ing musicians of the day (especially in this 
coimtry), by whose verdict this system 
of teaching beginners will, ere long, be- 
come universally adopted. 

As the heroine of these pages — who, 
from the age of nine years, has, by her 
extraordinary talent, created a great sensa- 
tion in Germany, and is now, in her four- 
teenth year, regarded as an eminent star 
among juvenile pianists — will shortly ap- 
pear before the English public, these pages 
will be read with interest by every musical 
family. 

Not less curiosity, amusement, and in- 
struction will be afforded by the narration 
of the chequered career of an artist's life 
like that of Aloys Hennes — the father and 
teacher of our heroine — ^his joys and suffer- 
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ings, in which destiny appears to have played 
a considerable part. 

That this little book may meet with a 
favourable reception by the English public 
is the sincere wish of the Translator, 



H. MANNHEIMER. 



Maidenhead, November, 1876. 
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1. 

O a POEM I am indebted for my 
existence." 

Thus she will some day say 
whose name gives the title to this 
book, when she will be informed in her riper 
years what has been written here by her 
father. 
But she will also be justified in saying,- — 
"A ministerial decree, issued in 1850 
by the late Prussian Minister, Van der 
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Heydt, may be regarded as the first cause 
which brought about my entrance into the 
world." 

And further — 

" Had not, ten years later, a gunpowder 
explosion taken place at Mayence (1857), I 
Yery likely should never have seen the light." 

How these three events are connected, 
and what a remarkable part accident has 
played, will become more evident in what 
I have to say in .4;he course of my auto- 
biography. 

The reason why I go to some length 
in my narrative is, because without doing 
so, those little causes, with their great 
effects, could not be well understood. I 
am, therefore, obliged to begin with my- 
self, and shall endeavour to relate every 
necessary and important fact. 
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I was bom September 8th, 1827, at 
Aachen (AixJa-Chapelle), being the. eldest 
son of the town-clerk (Biirgermeisterei Secre- 
tair) of that place. My mother, Therese 
Mattheiem, was the daughter of a lock- 
smith, whose widow was living there. 
Both my parents (who are still living) 
were musical, that is to say, they possessed 
the usual modicum of musical knowledge. 
To hear my mother sing, accompanied by 
my father on the guitg,r, was one of the 
greatest pleasures of my younger days. 

My first elementary instruction was re- 
ceived in the Cathedral School (Domschule) 
of Aachen. Later on, my father procured for 
me a free place at the Gymnasium (higher 
public school) of Aachen, which I attended 
during seven years, and advanced as far as 
the second class (answering to the fifth 
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form of English public schools). During 
this time I spent, my play-hours, from 
twelve to two, mostly, at the house of my 
grandmother, who lived near the Gym- 
nasium, and generally had my dinner 
there. At four o'clock in the afternoon, 
when the classes were over, I regularly 
went to my father in the Town-hall (Rath- 
haus), in order to write my tasks for the 
next day at his desk. The fact of taking 

my dinner in company with two aunts, an 
uncle, and four to five workmen — at that 

time the workmen (Gesellen) had their meals 
at the same table with their masters and 
mistresses — had important results for me. 
Uncle Sebastian, who was the manager of 
the business — viz., locksmith's and iron- 
monger's — frequently played on the piano 
during the hours he was disengaged, and 
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sometimes gave me permission to try my- 
self. 

Knowing already how to read music (as 
singing was an essential branch of instruc- 
tion at the school), I very soon became 
able to play a series of easy pieces to his 
satisfaction. One of my chief pleasures 
was to go to his room, which was in a back 
building over the workshop, and there, 
surrounded by iron grates, &c., take my 
piano lesson. 

My uncle who, in the meantime, had 
bought a Vienna Grand (Wiener Fliigel) for 
himself, made me a present of his table- 
piano (Tafel-Klavier), which, according to 
the old construction, was provided with 
black keys, i.e., the natural or lower keys 
were black. Thus I was now at liberty 
to amuse myself at home with practising 
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on. the piano. But my studies of music 

were not guided by any able instructor, iu 
fact, I had no proper music lessons at all. 

My whole repertory consisted of those 
pieces I had heard played on Sundays on 
the Parade-Platz, opposite the theatre of 
Aachen, performed by the band of the 
34th Infantry Regiment stationed there. 
These pieces I tried to procure. 

In this way I learned to play, by degrees, 
some of the favourite overtures, airs, and 
other selections of operas of that period. 
Of real piano-music, in its proper sense, I 
had not the least idea. 

Thus time passed on, until I reached the 
Upper Secunda, when my father desired me 
to decide upon a profession. This caused 
mel a great deal of anxiety, as my parents 
insisted upon my embracing Theology, that 



THEBESE HENNES. 



is to say, they wished me to become a 
CathoKc priest. This calling not being 
exactly to my liking, I felt no inclination 
to adopt it. My parents, on the other hand, 
would not hear of that profession on which 
I had set my heart, namely, the study of 
music. Another hindrance to the realiza- 
tion of my wishes was that they had also 
to provide for the support and education of 
seven younger brothers and sisters. In 
this dilemma my father proposed to me to 
enter the service of the Post Office. Here, 
he said, I could realize my earnest desires 
to see the world (very likely he meant as 
travelling Post-Commissioner), and, what 
would be more important, it would secure 
to me a safe income for my whole future 
life. 
With this proposal I closed willingly. 



8 THEBESE HENNHS. 

for the thought of going away from my 
native place, Aachen, and to ^ee the wprld, 
had a powerful and charming effect on me. 
Another reason for leaving my native town 
was that I anticipated freedom of mind 
and liberty of thought. This wish I found 
realized at a little town in Westphalia, 
called Herford, where I entered the Post 
OflSce as Koniglich Preussischer Postschrei- 
ber (clerk at the Eoyal Post Office of 
Prussia)* and donned the uniform of that 
high office. My principal occupation was to 
attend to the public at the Schalter (booking- 
office), where, at that time, letters were 



* The reader will remember that in Germany a post- 
office, clerk must always be a well-educated gentleman 
(and has to be dressed in his uniform), whose salary, 
nevertheless, sometimes amounts but to the wages any 
skilful bricklayer earns in England. — Note of the 
Translator, 
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received. At three o'clock in the morning 
my night's rest was interrupted for a quarter 
of an hour, in order to despatch the Esta- 

ft 

fetten (express) from Aachen to Berlin 
with the English and French correspon- 
dence. My acquaintances with some dis- 
tinguished scholars of the Prima (the sixth 
form) — ^now occupying high positions in the 
Prussian Government — greatly stimulated 
me to improve my mental acquirements. 
I soon observed how much an education in 
a Catholic gymnasium (public school) essen- 
tially differs from that in a Protestant one. 
In this respect the year I spent at Herford 
was for me of the greatest value, for I wished 
to think independently, and to cast off all 
those* fetters of a strict Catholic education 
which were still clinging to me. 

Of the three following years of my 
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postal calling there is scarcely anything 
worth mentioning, save frequent removals- 
from one office to another, and notably in 
Olpe (Westphalia), Haynau (Silesia), ^nd 
Neisse, where, in the circle of families, I 
was a welcome guest, on account of my 
musical knowledge in general, and my piano 
playing in particular, which I continued 
with great zeal. 

But I was soon cruelly torn away from 
this mode of life, when in April, 1849, 
Travelling Post Offices were established on 
the railways. I was among those who 
were, in preference to others, chosen for 
this kind of office by the General Post 
Office authorities at Berlin. 

Eemoved to Deutz, and designed for the 
Expedition Office No. 8, I was obliged to 
travel twice a week from Deutz to Minden, 
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in order to take care of the letters and 
parcels. During this time (September, 1849) 
I had to pass an examination as a secretary 
of post offices, and returned again to my 
railway-travelling duties. 

These were again somewhat interrupted 
in the following year, when I was sent aa 
postmaster substitute to Aachen, and, later 
on, from that place to Eupen, in the same 
capacity. But I was soon recalled again . ta 
my travelling duties between Deutz and 
Minden. This was the period when an 
event took place which gave a turn to my 
whole future. The circumstance in question 
was a disciplinary fine of one thaler, which 
I had to pay on account of an omission in 
my Expedition-Service duties. The late 
Minister, Van der Heydt, at that time Post- 
master-General of Prussia, decreed fines for 
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breaches of discipline (Ordnungs-Strafen). He 
ordered, namely, that every post-officer should 
denounce every error occurring in the Ex- 
pedition Service. The natural consequence 
was, that any one who wished to ingratiate 
himself with the government was quick in 
denouncing his fellow-officials. Fellowships 
which had long prevailed till now were 
severed or severely tried. After having 
aiccomplished his daily journey, each officer 
was compelled to sacrifice some of his leisure 
time in order to answer the complaints 
which had been made. Ordnungs-Strafe 
{disciplinary fine) was the consequence in case 
his justification was not found satisfactory- 

At last matters went so far that each 
officer had, at the end of each month, to 
submit to a deduction of a few thalers from 
his salary, for disciplinary fines. Neverthe- 
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less, it could never be said that by means 
of this system of discipline, all errors in the 
Post Office service were entirely removed. 

On the other hand the General Post 
Office in Berlin soon discovered that, in 
consequence of that foolish system, many 
post-office officials (and those not the chief 
ofEenders) resigned their appointments. 
Among these latter was myself, because I 
objected, first, to be called to my duties by 
disciplinary fines, as I was conscious of 
having performed them as far as it lay in 

f • 

my power, and secondly, I objected to 
become a denouncer of my colleagues. I 
therefore quitted the service of the Post 
Office, and I must confess that,, had it not 
been for the Minister, Van der Heydt, 
instituting the disciplinary system (which, 
besides, has been revoked long since) I 
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should never have been able, or rather 
should never have conceived the idea, to 
write about my days gone by. 
, Having now to enter the miKtaxy service 

« 

as Einjahriger (Volunteer),* I chose to 
enter the 28th Infantry Regiment, stationed 
at Aachen. There, during my one year's 
service, I found an opportunity of persuad- 
ing my parents to consent to my leaving 
the Post Office. My parents observing the 
progress in the art and science of music 
I had made during those seven years, did 
no longer hesitate to give their full consent 



* Every able Prassian male subject is, by the law of 
Prussia, compelled to serve as a soldier from the 
twentieth year. Those who have left the Secunda 
(fifth form) of the Gymnasium, or those who are able 
to pass an examination, may present themselves as 
volunteers, and are favoured to serve only for one year. 
Hence the expression " Einjahriger/' 
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to my quitting the service of the Prussian 
Government. . 

What I played now was genuine piano- 
music, and, above all, the works of Beethoven 
and Mendelssohn. Although my technique 
was far from being able to render those 
master-pieces in a classical style, still there . 
was nothing which could afford me mote 
pleasure than a continued study of them. 
I had a real love for it, and my parents, 
observing that my whole mind was given 
to music, consented to my change of calling. 



II. 

My military obligation to serve for one 
year having now come to its close, I went 
to Cologne, to solicit admission to the 
Rheinische Musik Schule (now Conserva- 
torium), in order to perfect myself as an 
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artist. I expected to earn all my expenses 
for that purpose by giving private lessons in 
piano-playing. At the examination for my 
admission (which examination I passed) 
I played by heart, Mendelssohn's Gr minor 
Concerto. However, I was much dis- 
appointed when, after having finished the 
first movement, I was told by the examining^ 
professor that I was entirely on the wrong 
track. It is true, he said, I did not lack 
talent or disposition for music, but I must 
make up my mind to retrace my steps a 
long way oflf, lay aside all that I had 
played until now, and promise to play 
nothing but that music which is laid before 
me. Should I possess self control • enough to 
come to this decision, some good result might 
perhaps be expected still. 

Thus ended the first day I spent as a 
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pupil of the Rheinische Musik-Schule, when 
at the age of twenty-four years. On .the 
ensuing day, I was handed over to the care 
of Carl Reinecke, at that time Professor of 
the Piaiio at that establishment, now the 
far-famed Director of the Gewandhaus 
Concerto at Leipzig. This gentleman, of 
the same age as myself, took great care 
of me, and even placed at my disposal his 
dumb key-board (digitorium) for j^ractising 
my fingers, which were still very awkwardly 
stiff, and far from having acquired, as yet, 
that volubility and nimbleness indispensable 
to a good pianist, dementi's Sonatas and 
Czerny's School of Velocity were the 
works wherewith I had to begin my 
studies. Two years' hard study brought 
me as far as to be able to play, to the 
satisfaction of my professor and friend, 



'I 
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Carl Reinecke, Beethoven's Concerto in C 
major. 

Having now entered the proper road, 
having learned to know how to study- 
thoroughly,, and thinking I knew sufficient 
to be able to go on by myself without 
the assistance of a master, I left the 
establishment at Cologne, in order to betake 
myself to Creuznach, and to establish 
myself as music-master there. A main 
reason of my leaving the Cologne Music 
School so soon was in order to spare 
my parents heavy expenses, and to try 
to earn my livelihood by giving lessons. 
But to find pupils at Creuznach, where I 
was quite a stranger, was no easy matter 
for me. In order to become known there, 
I decided to announce a concert*, the 
programme of which should contain, 
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amongst other select pieces : ' La bella 
Capricciosa' of Hummel, Beethoven's Sonata 
in C sharp minor, and the i Cascade ' of 
Pauer. Already a glance at my name, 
printed in large, conspicious type, visible 
from the distance, at the foot of the concert 
bill of that evening, sufficiently convinced 
me that I felt not the least call or the 
slightest disposition to appear in public as 
concertist. Those were most painful hours, 
and spent in great anxiety, which I had to 
pass from the moment of the announce- 
ment of the concert until it was at its end. 
I may even say they were the most painful 
hours I ever had to endure during my 
whole life, and these were indeed not a 
few. They, nevertheless, had some good 
consequences for me. 

A few weeks afterwards I received from 
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Alzey, a little town in the province of 

Rhein-Hessen, a proposition to take the 

Directorship of the Choral Society (Gesang- 
Verein), and to establish myself there as 

teacher of music. With this proposal I 

closed willingly, and my time was soon 

fully occupied. Still, there was q, great 

difficulty to overcome. Isly predecessor 

was only paid twenty-four kreuzers (about 

8hd.) per lesson of an liouf's duration, 

and my terms were thirty kreuzers (lOd.) per 

lesson. Many parents abstained, therefore, 

from engaging me as piano-master for their 

children ; but afterwards, when informed 

of my ability in teaching music, and of 

^y having been a pupil of the Music 

fechool at Cologne, they decided to give 

^^ the preference as the piano-master of 

^^^^ children, in spite of my asking 
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one penny-halfpenny per lesson more than 
other masters. 

All that I had learned at Cologne about 
touch, proper fingering, &c., I now- 
endeavoured to impart to my pupils at 
Alzey. Unfortunately for me, there were 
many parents who thought this way of 
teaching too pedantic; they did not wish 
to have their children trained as artists, 
all they wanted their children to learn 
with regard to playing the piano, was to 
enable them to play something for home- 
practice, and this, they pretended, they 
might acquire without all that fuss about 
touch and proper fingering, &c. By 
degrees, however, I succeeded with my 
new system of teaching. 

A year later, I was induced by the 
excellent musician, Herr Lux, Maitre do 



[ 
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Chapelle (Capellmeister) at Mayence, to 
establish myself there, as, at that place, 
another sphere of action would open itself 
for me. All those families at Alzey whose 
children I instructed till that day, unani- 
mously declared now that they would allow 
me the double honorarium, if I would 
consent to go to their place once a week, 
and to continue to give lessons to their 
children. This proposal I accepted, and 
continued to travel from Mayence to Alzey 
twice a week, for a whole year, until 
another music-master established himself 
there. 

About my position at Mayence, I could 
relate a great many curious and interesting 
things. Had I chosen, like many of my 
colleagues, as materials for instruction, 
^ Bayer's Potpourris of Operas,' and the 
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like, I surely would never have been in 
want of pupils. What I aimed at, was 
still more difficult to reach at Mayence 
than at Alzey. . The good people of 
Mayence had their particular notion re- 
garding music. By the word '^ music " they 
understood such pieces as they used to hear 
performed by the bands of the different 
regiments stationed there, such as dances, 
marches, operatic melodies, &c. But the 
greater the struggle I had in giving battle 
for the sake of the mode of instruction, the 
greater dexterity I acquired in prevailing 
with my views, brought with me from 
Cologne. Now and then an idea struck me, 
to try myself in compiling a Pianoforte 
School Tutor according to my own views. 
None of the Piano Tutors (and their name 
was legion) I met with, were to my liking* 
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None of tliem I found were compiled for 
a practical purpose, according to my system 
of instruction, as I missed in every ono 
that gradual and reasonable course of 
tuition, and those materials for practice 
which seemed to me adapted for a tho- 
roughly musical education on the one 
hand, and suitable to the juvenile mind 
and comprehension on the other hand. 

But to carry out this idea of mine, many 
more j^ears had to elapse, and for the very 
reason that I still found too much pleasure 
and amusement in playing myself. Only 
now and then I got hold of a pen, in .order 

to set to paper a few compositions ; and 

■ 

even this I only undertook when occasion- 
ally incited by a Lied (poem) which I 
thought might be worth being set to music. 
Compositions for songs I already had fre- 
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quently tried myself in, when still at 
Cologne, and had received the approval of 
my masters for some of them. By mere 
chance, I happened one day to read, in 
the Illustrated Family NewSj edited by 
Payne, at Leipzig, a poem, with the name 
of Mabia Clausnitzer underneath, begin- 
ning thus: — 



"llOW RICH.* 

'^ How rich am I still, so rich in goods, 
Not richer could T be, . 
Many a one complains about poverty. 
But I say : everything belongs to me/' 



* '» WIE REICH. 

'^ Wie bin ich doch so reich an Gut, 
Nicht reicher konnt' ich sein, 
So Mancher liber Anuuth klagt, 
Ich £a<^ : 's ist AUes mein. 
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Perusing this poem was the first step which 
brought about an entire change in the course 
of my life, as will be seen hereafter. This 
poem, it struck me, was particularly fit to 
be set to music, and, an hour afterwards, 
the whole composition was completed. 



" Pie Berge dort, das Blamenthal, 
Die Flur im SonnenscheiD, 
Der Wald mit seinem danklen Traum, 
'S ist Alles, Alles mein. 

" Eein Keicber hat es mir vermacht, 
Eein Lehnbrief war dabei ; 
Und docb ist es mein Eigentbam, 
Das klinget wobl eucb neu 1 

^' Des Mondes Silber, der Sonne Gold, 
Der Sterne Demantscbein 
Was droben scbimmert, unten prangt 
'S ist Alles^ Alles mein. 

*^ Im Liede ward mein Eigentbum, 
Tbal, Berg tmd Flur und Wald ; 
Und bleibt es, bis das letzte lied 
In meiner Bnist verballt. 
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Scarcely a few weeks elapsed, when Herr 
August Meffert, at that time opera singer 
at Mayence (later engaged as first tenor at 
the Hof-Theater at Weimar), sang the 
Liedy "Wie reich," at a concert, and was 
warmly applauded. This circumstance in- 
duced me to get this song * printed, at my 
own expense, at a music-type printer's at 
Mayence.* To see my name conspicuously 
in print made quite another impression on 
me now than at the time when at 



" Die Gaben alle, in dem Lied 
Darf ich sie reich verstreu'n, 
So iib' ich auch des Gebena Pfiicht, 
Und so ist Alles'tnein. 

'* Und doch, ach nein I ich konnte noch 
Viel froher, reicher sein ; 
Er&t wenn Dein Herz mein Eigenthum, 
Ist AUes, Alles mein." 

* This song is now published by Forberg, at Leipzig. 
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Creuznach I looked at my printed name at 
the foot of a concert programme. I now 
looked at it with some complacency and joy. 

But not only my own name, but also 
that of the poetess, was conspicuous on 
the printed little leaf. 

I now naturally found it to be my duty 
first to find out the whereabouts of that 
unknown lady, and secondly to try to- 
inform her of the success her poem had 
brought me. How should I manage to get 
her address ? As the most simple way, I 
applied to the editor of the ^^Leipziger Illus- 
trated," and, to my great satisfaction, I 
received a small slip of paper (which I 
preserve to this very day), on which were 
written the following words : — " Fraulein 
Maria Clausnitzer lives at Weida, near 
Weimar." 
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As might be easily imagined, I lost no 
time in despatching a few copies of the 
printed pages, accompanied by some grate- 
ful lines, to the poetess. Shortly afterwards, 
I was surprised with a very amiable note 
from Fraulein Clausnitzer, in which she 
expressed her greatest joy at the musical 
composition. Now and then I proposed to 
myself to write again to the poetess, but 
I never found a pretext or opportunity for 
doing so. But the principal reason for my not 
writing again was that I found, by degrees, 
so many friends, that I was constantly 
engaged, even in my evenings. I never 
found the time too long, and never thought 
of shortening it by entering into any 
correspondence. 
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III. 



There happened, a year afterwards, an 
event of an extraordinary and dreadful 
kind, which gave me an opportunity to- 
resume my correspondence with the poetess, 
whom I had nearly forgotten. It was on 
November 18, 1857, at four o'clock in the 
afternoon, when sitting at the piano, at the 
side of a pupil, in an establishment for 
young ladies at Mayence, I suddenly 
observed something like a flash of light- 
ning, and an instant afterwards found myself 
knocked down to the ground as if by a 
violent blow. All the inmates of the 
* institution came running downstairs in 
great haste, every one expecting the whole 
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building was about to fall. An inde-^ 
scribable confusion reigned in the whole 
street, which was covered with heaps of 
fragments of panes of glass, tiles, chimney^ 
pots, &c. 

The* cause of this sudden, destructive,, 
and disastrous accident nobody yet 
knew. It' was that dreadful powder 
explosion by which, unfortunately, many 
lives were lost, and by which a whole 
quarter of the town of Mayence (der alte 
Kastrich) was laid in ruins. 

Having somewhat recovered from the 
fright and terror, everybody bethought 
himself of informing his relations and 
friends in the distance of the horrible 
event, and to give them, either- by a long 
epistle or a short note, a sign of their happy 
and narrow escape. The whole town of 
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Mayence was on that evening busy writing, 
and why should I make an exception ? 
When, on the following day, I reflected 
about the different epistles I despatched the 
evening before, it occurred to me that it 
behoved me to give also a sign of my still 
existing life to the poetess at Weida. I did 
not hesitate one moment longer ; and this 
epistle, having its origin in the powder 
explosion of Mayence, was the cause of 
my receiving shortly afterwards, by book- 
post, a little volume, which was nothing else 
than a ^ Collection of Poems ' (the dedica- 
tion of which was graciously accepted by 
Her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess of 
Saxe- Weimar), sent to me by the before- 
named poetess at Weida. Now there was 
lying before me a rich material for 
new compositions, and thus were gradually 
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produced a series of new compositions of 
songs (Lieder), many of which still exist in 
print. Of those which had been most 
favourably received by the public, and 
commanded a large sale, may be mentioned 
^Taubchen und Rosen' (Doves and Roses), 
Wolff, Bros., at Creuznach; ^Sangeslust' 
(Desire for Singing) ; " Ich weiss nicht wie's 
so eigen," ^Abendlied' (Evening Song), 
Siegel, at Leipzig. 

Owing to this circumstance, a continued 
correspondence was naturally carried on 
between us. There was no lack in mate- 
rials for reciprocal productions of poems 
and compositions, and besides, we had 
plenty of other things to communicate 
to each other. But the main consequence 
of this epistolary intercourse was that we 
learned to know each other with regard to 
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our intellect, mind, and character in 
general. 

After having exchanged our photographs, 
our epistolary intercourse having become 
more intimate, and myself wishing to see 
my inspiring poetess face to face, I under- 
took, in March of the ensuing year, at the 
time of the Carnival, when the Masquerades 
were in full swing at Mayence, a journey 
to Weida, my numerous friends not having 
the least presentiment of it. I had a kind of 
anticipation (and an interior voice told me) 
that Maria Clausnitzer would be destined 
to become my wife. 

And so it came to pass. The latter part of 
my journey, when at Greiz, I completed by 
post-coach (Postwagen). As soon as the 
first houses of Weida came to my sight, I 
left the coach, and, taking courage, I 



■ 
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wended my steps towards the house, which 
I knew already by description, and which 
I also found without any difficulty. A 
friendly greeting from the window proved 
to me that I was not mistaken, and that 
I had happily achieved the end of my 
journey. Standing face to face to each 
other, it seemed to both of us as if we had 
known each other for years. 

On the following, day the general topic 
of conversation of the whole little town 
was nothing else but that the daughter of 
Frau Pastor Clausnitzer was going to be 
married, and all the particulars connected 
with the betrothal, and the circumstances 
which had brought about this lucky event 
were eagerly discussed. 

My sojourn there extended to more than 
a week, during which time I drove with my 
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bride to several baronial seats (Rittergiiter) 
in the neighbourhood, where, to my greatest 
satisfaction, I could personally convince 
myself how highly respected and greatly 
honoured this poetess was in the family 
circles of the whole neighbourhood, where 
she was known by her deeply -felt and 
sensibly -written poems. All that I pre- 
viously inferred from her numerous letters, 
about her character, her intellect, her great 
simplicity and unpretending manners, I now 
found fully confirmed ; but what I rejoiced 
at mostly was to find that she remained 
quite a stranger to blue-stockingism, and 
to the modem propensity for emancipation 
of the fair sex. 

My journey home to Mayence was made 
with the innermost conviction that my 
choice was a most happy one, although my 
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bride lived with her widowed mother in 
most modest circumstances. 

In order to accomplish our happy union 
for life without any unnecessary delay, or, 
at least, as soon as circumstances would 
permit, we were obliged to provide for 
many things, which other mortals generally, 
at that time, dispensed with. Thus, for 
instance, I had, first of all, to acquire the 
citizenship, or rather my naturalization as 
a subject, of the Grand Duchy of Hessen, 
because, not having as yet entirely dis- 
' charged my duties of the military service 
of Prussia, I was obliged to solicit my 
dismissal as a Prussian subject. Without 
that I could never have obtained permis- 
sion to establish ^myself as a music-master 
at Mayence, that place belonging to Hessen 
Darmstadt. 
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At Cassel, opposite Mayence, I could 
obtain this right as a citizen much easier, 
and with less expense. I therefore settled 
down at that place, and set to work for 
the necessary steps thereto. But the gentle- 
men at the head of that community were 
of the opinion that a teacher of music 
without any other means of existence, who 
is going to marry a poetess without any 
other income, is the kind of inhabitant 
who is likely, in the course of time, to 
become a burden to the rate-payers ; con- 
sequently, when my petition was presented, 
they unanimously decided against it. The 
result of their decision was that our wed- 
ding had to be postponed. 

But, after a few months had elapsed, » 
some gentlemen of that place, of higher 
intellect, luckily took a particular interest 
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in my affairs, used all their influence at the 
Corporation Board, and succeeded at last 
in procuring for me the citizenship requisite 
for the license of my marriage. 

Now, at last, I could undertake my second 
journey to Thiiringen, where our wedding 
took place in the village church at End- 
chtitz, near Weida, August 30, 1859. This 
village was the place where the father of 
my bride was the rector, or pastor, during 
his whole lifetime. 

During our honeymoon journey to the 
Rhine province, we spent several days at 
Ruhla, in the Thiiringer Wald, and had the 
great honour of being introduced to the 
Grand Duchess of Saxe- Weimar (who pre- 
sented my bride with a costly set of jewels, 
as a token of her pleasure at the dedication 
of the poems to her) at the Castle Wilhelms- 
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thai, near Eisenach. The Grand Duchess 
condescended to hear the whole history of 
our betrothal, in the narration of which she 
was pleased to take great interest. 

The first two years of our happy union we 
spent at Cassel. From thence we removed 
to Mayence, where, on December 21, 1861, 
we had the great happiness of having a 
lovely little girl born to us. 

Neither we, her parents, nor anybody 
else had the least anticipation that this 
little child should have brought with her 
into the world, as heavenly gifts, both the 
poetical mind and disposition of her mother, 
and still, in a higher degree, the musical 
talent of her father, besides so many other 
excellent qualities, and that she should 
now at the age of fourteen years be known 
as Therese Hennes, and generally acknow- 
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ledged as the eminent and accomplished 
German pianist. 



Our circumstances at this time were not 
bright. The number of my pupils and the 
fees received for music-lessons at Mayence 
were not sufficient to provide the necessaries 
of life, and to enable us to live without 
incurring debts. I was thus obliged to avail 
myself of the talents of my wife in order to 
add to our income, and therefore determined 
to publish a second collection of her poems, 
the first collection having met with such a 
favourable reception. As it happened that I 
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had to give lessons at the house of a printer, 
named Wallau, now Burgermeister (mayor) of 
Mayence, my enterprise was rendered easier, 
the expense of printing being partly covered 
by music-lessons which I gave to the printer's 
three children. But I am sorry to state that 
of the two thousand copies, elegantly bound, 
only two hundred were sold, and I thereby 
incurred a debt of a few hundred guldens. 
This circumstance depressed me very much. 
It happened, however, that as I was 
spending the evening with some friends at 
the Caf^ Neuf at Mayence, the conversation 
turned upon our bad times; somebody 
remarked that, even with the best exertions, 
no talent would nowadays succeed, unless 
it had the power and energy to make itself 
felt. The subject was debated and con- 
sidered in all its bearings. Each of the 
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company tried to illustrate it by some 
example. As for me, I was not in a frame 
of mind to take part or to join in the discus- 
sion. I, nevertheless, listened with some 
interest. 

On my way home I meditated upon the 
subject, when, all at once, an idea which 
struck me like an electric spark caused me 
to utter involuntarily the words, " I have 
it." Quickening my steps homewards, I 
communicated my new idea to my wife. 
During the whole night I could not sleep, 
for I was endeavouring to bring that idea 
into proper shape. Early in the morning I 
rose, and wrote down the following lines : — 

"An excellent present for ladies. — ^A 
splendid work of art of acknowledged 
value will be sent, post free, on applica- 
tion, and enclosing one thaler, to B* 
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Schmidt, at Wiesbaden, Friedrich Strasse 
No. 14. The money will be returned, should 
the object not give full satisfaction." 

These lines were intended as an adver- 
tisement, and to refer to the one thousand 
eight hundred copies of poems left unsold, 
the art-value of which was acknowledged 
by many favourable reviews. 

The name B. Schmidt was, of course, 
assumed, and I mentioned Wiesbaden, to 
which place I was about to remove, having 
already to travel there twice a week to give 
music lessons. The advertisement was in- 
serted in the Berliner Volkszeitung. A few 
days afterwards, when at Wiesbaden, I was 
informed by my new landlady that two 
answers to my advertisement had arrived, 
i.e., two orders for " a lady's present," 
offered by me for one thaler. 
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A beginning thus made, I might expect 
that my plan would succeed. And this was 
actually the case, for, by continued adver- 
tising, about 1,500 copies of the poems were 
disposed of in a very short time, and I can 
confidently assure the reader that I never 
heard a single complaint, nor a word of dis- 
approval from any purchaser. There were 
even many who ordered a second copy. In 
this way I might have continued for any 
length of time by publishing a second 
edition ; but to do so would not have been 
in accordance with a printed letter which I 
added to the book. In this letter I commu* 
nicated to the purchaser all the details 
which induced me to publish the work, 
which may otherwise be regarded as an 
advertiser's trick. 

Thus, this despatching of books in return 
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for remittances of thalers, gradually ceased. 
However incredible it may seem, this cir- 
cumstance engendered a new plan that was 
the cause of opening to me a new sphere of 
action which I should never have otherwise 
dreamed of. That this plan should have for 
' me entirely diflferent results, which, fourteen 
years later, at the period I am now writing 
this, should be visible over nearly the whole 
globe, wherever traces of civilization are 
visible, I »would hardly have credited. 
How this new idea gradually developed 
itself will be seen by the following events. 

To be agreeably surprised by the double 
knock of the postman, with letters contain- 
ing postage-stamps or Post -Office orders, 
is a matter no mortal — at least, any one of 
my position — ^would regard with indifference. 
It has particular charms for old and young. 
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and I could not easily reconcile myself to 
see this richly-flowing source drying up so 
quickly. 

One evening after having finished my 
lessons, I went to the Restauration Duesing 
in the Rheinstrasse at Wiesbaden to read the 
political news of the day, in a very depressed 
state of mind. I took up the Kolnische 
Zeitung. By chance my eye met an adver- 
tisement about the ^' Unterrichtsbriefe " 
(letters on ' instruction) of the French lan- 
guage, by Toussaint and Langenscheidt. I 
recollected having seen this advertisement 
many times * before, but never thought any- 
• thing of it. But all at once, I was struck 
with the idea, " Could not such kind of • 
instruction by letters also be applied to 
pianoforte teaching ? " 

I hastened home, to communicate this 



' 
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new idea to my wife, who had already 
retired to rest, feeling very poorly and 
weak, as since the birth of Therese she had 
never felt very strong, and had ever since 
been in very delicate health. She listened 
with great interest, and entered into it with 
warm enthusiasm. I conceived a plan for a 
pianoforte-tutor which should be published 
as a serial, each number to appear fort- 
nightly, entitled 'Klavier-Unterrichtsbriefe.' 
By this arrangement I was enabled to 
publish the work at my own expense. By 
means of a subscription for the first ten 
numbers, called " Brief e " (letters), I hoped 
to procure the sum required for the printing 
of the remainder. It never entered my 
head to offer this work to any publisher. 
My experience in this respect was such 
as to prevent me from entering into any 
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iransaction with a music-publisher. For 
instance, two very renowned and rich 
music-publishers, not far from Wiesbaden, 
who published two of my compositions 
for the piano, condescended to pay me, 
after a lapse of two years, the liberal sum 
of twenty gulden (about thirty shillings) 
as honorarium. As these two compositions 
are still known by music-sellers (twenty 
years after their first publication), I will 
quote their titles: 'Auf dem See' (On the 
Lake) and ' Les Cloches du Village.' 

As regards the system of teaching music, 
I decided- to compile -it in accord with 
logical and scholastic principles. Unlike 
some of the pianoforte-tutors hitherto 
published, in which a particular chapter 
is devoted to each subject to be taught, 
without regard to a logical or gradual 

£ 
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system — and in some others the whole 
art of piano-playing is comprised in a 
few foolscap pages, with additional exercises 
at random — I proposed as a main feature 
of mv new method that the whole material 
of instruction should be equally spread 
over the entire work. Only what is 
necessary to the learner for playing one 
single piece in a lesson, and nothing else^ 
should be fully explained, all the rest should 
be deferred until occasion offers, or when the 
proper moment has arrived for it. To 
explain only what is indispensable for the 
moment, and to be silent about what is 
not yet necessary to be known, should 
form the leading principle of my system 
of teaching. The new subject, with its 
corresponding melodious piece for practice, 
should be introduced gradually in each 



J 
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new lesson, and this should form a sequel 
to its foregoing. 

Whenever occasion required, there should 
be added to each lesson for the use of 
the teacher (or for mothers who are 
musical, wishing to assist their children in 
the absence of the teacher) plain directions 
about touch, rational fingering, legato style, 
&c., &c. To render the study of music 
pleasant to the beginner, and to avoid 
carefully everything that could have an 
injurious effect on the good taste of the 
pupil, should be constantly borne in mind. 
The practical form of the musical courso 
was to be of such a kind as to make 
the learner gradually acquainted with all 
the twenty-four keys. Reading notes, an 
ability most essential for a pianist, should 
be acquired by the material for practice 
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itself, and the clear and easy explanations 
added to each piece of music, should also 
enable the pupil to find proper and sure 
guidance when practising in the absence 
of the teacher. 

To carry out this plan was not difficult, 
as I had already thought of such a method 
many years ago, and having had so many 
opportunities of observing, whilst giving 
music lessons, what, according to my views, 
a piano tutor should be. 

• 

That same evening the idea occurred to 
me, I sat down and wrote the first six 
pages of the ' Klavier - Unterrichtsbrief e ' 
of the German edition. (These pages are 
also the same in the French and English 
editions.) 

Having commenced the work, I found 
that its title, * Klavier - Unterrichtsbrief e ' 
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(letters on piano-instruction) was an appro- 
priate one, for it induced me to imagine a 
pupil who had not the slightest notion of 
music, and who is to be cured of that 
ignorance. Hence I decided to subdivide 
the work into 250 lessons, each of which 
should not contain more than any pupil of 
average ability could conveniently master 
in one lesson. Thus, each of these 250 
pieces for practice should represent a living 
example, and, taken as a whole, they 
should develope before the eyes of the pupil 
a complete structure, containing the subject- 
matter of a thorough musical education. 
Day by day I added a few sheets to my 
MS,, and I may conscientiously say that I 
never before went to work with such 
alacrity and pleasure. No delight could be 
compared with mine, when I saw my work 



rA TEEBESE EENNES. 

being gradually completed. Well may I 
nsk, Would I have been competent for the 
task of compiling such a work, had I not 
entered the Rheinische Musik-Schule at the 
age of twenty-four ? Suppose I had begun 
my musical studies at an earlier age, would 
I have known what is wanted for the tui- 
tion and training of youth ? By no means ; 
for the very reason that I was compelled to 
undergo, at an age when the mental facul- 
ties are already formed, those studies which, 
if taught when still a child, would have 
been forgotten long since — I acquired the 
faculty to know what is necessary for a 
•rational training of the young, and the 
development of their faculties. Besides, my 
natural and educational turn of mind, as 
well as the frequent opportunities I had, 
while teaching, in observing the disposition 
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of youthful beginiLers, helped mo greatly in 
carrying out my intended plan. 

The MS. for the first of the five courses 
being ready for the printer, I went to 
May once, to visit an old friend, named 
Lux,, who was Maitre-de-Chapelle, to ask his 
opinion about my project. On hearing of 
my intended publication, he was quite de- 
lighted, applauded it warmly, and over- 
whelmed me with praises of my v^ork. 

Encouraged by the opinion and approval 
of this eminent musician and true friend, I 
caused the first sheets to be printed at once. 
This was in October, 1863. At the end of 
that month I was fortunate enough to count 
six subscribers tp my whole work; at the 
end of November I counted twenty-two, and 
at the end of December, forty-three. Every 
new order for my book was a happy event 
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for me and my wife, and frequent and very- 
favourable notices of the leading newspapers, 
as well as tlie laudatory reviews of cele- 
brated musicians and professors of music, 
contributed greatly to encourage me to write 
indefatigably. 

But alas that this should have been the 
last joy which was granted to my poor 
wife ! For many months she was on her 
sick-bed, hopeless of recovery, and in daily 
expectation of being called away from this 
world. This sad event took place on January 
21st. In a prophetic tone she addressed to 
me these her last words, ^' I part in peace 
and happiness from you and my dear Kttlo 
child, having the consolation that a great 
future lies before you both." 

Thus I stood alone in the world, with my 
helpless infant daughter. 
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Shortly after the death of my dear wife, 
I read in No. 533 of the Leipziger llhiS' 
trirtes Familien-Jouriial (Illustrated Family 
Journal)^ to which tlie deceased was for 
many years a contributor, the following 
elegy :— 

^^ Ein Eosenkranz auf das Grab der Frau 

Maria Clausnitzer-Hennes. 

Died at Wiesbaden, Jan. 21, 1864." 

(A wreath of roses on the tomb of Frau, &c.)* 

My- grief for the loss of my wife I ex- 
pressed in a ^^ Funeral March," published 
by Simrock at Bonn (now republished at 
Berlin), and which contains a copy of the 
above-mentioned poem. 



For the German poem, see Appendix. 
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V. 

Little Therese, now two years old, was 
not to remain long without a mother. And 
who should unconsciously have provided her 
with a second mother ? It was her own late 
mother. 

At the house of a certain family Stepf, 
who lived in the Frankfurter Strasse at 
Wiesbaden, myself and my late wife fre- 
quently went to pay visits, since my first 
settling at Wiesbaden. Between my wife 
^nd Frau Stepf there existed an inti- 
mate friendship, this lady being also of a 
poetical disposition, and the whole family 
being musical. My late wife found pleasure 
m calling there nearly every afternoon with 
little Therese, particularly to enjoy the 
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healthy air of the large garden, where the 
€hild amused herself in running about. 
After the health' of my wife began to fail, 
my little girl frequently spent the whole 
day at the house of this dear, affectionate 
family, and it was a natural consequence 
that, after my wife's death, an intimate 
friendship should spring up between myself 
and one of the four daughters of that family, 
to whom Therese was particularly attached, 
and who, finally, became her second mother. 

My second marriage, with Fraulein Stepf, 
took place September 8th, 1864. That 
Therese could not have found a better and 
worthier mother nobody can know so well 
as herself. 

Meantime, I continued zealously in my 
work of the * Klavier - Unterrichtsbriefe,' 
and advanced so far in it that Course II. 
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was soon ready for the press. From the 
circumstance that the whole work was to be 
published in parts, I had suflScient time to 
revise carefully and to improve what was 
already in MS., and to bestow on the 
whole work that degree of completeness 
which gave it, in the course of time, such 
extensive popularity. 

But what a long time had to elapse before 
it came to that point ! As far back as 
October, 1863, when I first announced my 
work in the Cologne as well as in the Berlin 
press, I believed that I had not a single 
enemy in the whole world. But from that 
moment they seemed to spring out of the 
ground. I observed this very little at first, 
but it was soon evident that music publishers 
were not at all favourably disposed towards 
me. In consequence, during the first three 
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years, I never had any orders from music- 
sellers, but only from the booksellers. This 
was, therefore, a proof that the scanty 
orders received were not to be ascribed to 
the public in general, but only to the music- 
sellers. As there were, at that time, a hun- 
dred different piano-tutors extant, it was 
evident that music-sellers found their 
interest frustrated by my publishing the 
^ Klavier - Unterrichtsbriefe.' It was not 
difficult for these gentlemen to deprecate my 
work by a shrug, whenever it was asked 
for, and to indicate thereby that I was 
nothing but a humbug. 

Stronger proofs of this kind of action I 
soon found in a few articles which appeared 
in the Leipziger Signcde^ as well as in the 
Schidblatt (scholastic paper) for the province 
of Brandenburg. Both articles were written 
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in such a manner as to throw out a hint to 
the reader that now, by means of instruc- 
tion by letters, all teaching by masters had 
become superfluous, a very easy way of 
representing my work in a ridiculous light 
to the world. Another not less invidious 
article appeared later in my native town, in 
the Aachener Zeitung^ written by a music- 
seller of that place, who was impertinent 
enough to compare my work with several 
secret remedies, which were at that time 
frequently advertised, and in some measure 
he succeeded in his aim. It was quite 
natural that a censure expressed in this 
manner should have induced many teachers 
not to notice my work at all. 

It so happened that in 1867, I, by mere 
chance, heard that my former professor of 
the piano at Cologne, now the ?ar-famed 
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Director of tlie Gewandhaus Concerts at 
Leipzig, Herr Carl Reinecke, had his OAvn 
children taught music by my method. This 
was an unexpected pleasure to me, and 
when I wrote to him for a confirmation of 
this fact, I obtained permission to make uso 
of his name whenever I should feel inclined 
to do so.* The results of this being made 
public I soon observed. Numerous teachers 
of music in all parts of Germany now in- 
troduced my system of teaching to their 
pupils, and even the music-sellers began to 
show an interest in introducing the work to 
public notice. Likewise, other celebrated 

* The same was the case later with the French and 
English editions, which have been adopted by eminent 
musicians, such as MM. Geyaert and Samuel, respective 
Directors of the Conservatoires at Brussels and Ghent, 
and by F. E. Gladstone, our celebrated composer, — for 
the musical education of their own children. 
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musicians, such as Professor L. BisclioflP, at 
Oologue, and Dr. Herman Topf, at Leipzig, 
were loud in their praises of my method. 

Thus my work has made gigantic strides, 
and at the time of my writing this (1876), 
not only has the twenty-sixth German 
edition of my work appeared, but also the 
third French and the first English edition 
have been published. Copies of these works 
have been sent to the Centennial Exhibition 
at Philadelphia,, where they represent the 
scholastic musical literature of the German 
de]3artment.* 



* ' Klavier-Unterriclitsbriefe/ By Aloys Hennes. 
Courses I.— V. 26th edition, Berlin, 1876. 

*Nouveaux Cours de Piano.' By Hennes-Schmoll. 
Courses I. — V. 3rd edition, Paris, 1875. 

' A New Method for the Piano.' By Hennes-Mann- 
heimer. Courses I. and XL London, 1876. (Courses 
III. — V. in preparation.) 
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VI. 

We have now arrived at that period 
when she who is the heroine of this narra- 
tive will again make her appearance on 
the scene. 

Little Therese when an infant, had won 
by her clever looks, the admiration of all 
who knew her. I have heard many ex- 
claim, — " What a clever child ! What may 
we expect her to become, if she goes on 
in this way in her physical and mental 
development?" Such remarks, even by 
strangers, were of daily occurrence. To 
confess the truth, I myself (who by no 
means belong to those who are prepossessed 
in favour of their own children) was fre- 

F 
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quently surprised, yrhen observing how 

quickly and distinctly she learned to speak. 

My friends often told me that they never 

heard such fluent, clear, and distinct 
language from a child of her age. Her 

organs of hearing, which must have been 

the first reason of her faculty of speaking 

distinctly, were of an exceptional acuteness. 

Another circumstance afforded a stronger 

proof of it. Whenever she travelled by 

rail, she began to cry with all her might at 

the approach of the train, and covered her 

ears with both hands; but as soon as she 

was seated in the railway carriage all her 

anxiety was over. Also the hissing of the 

steam was unbearable to her, and to this 

very day she never enters a station without 

carefully covering her ears with her hands, 

and anxiously directing her looks to the 
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place where the engine stands. A similar 
fright was caused by a clap of thunder. 
That all this could be accounted for by 
the peculiar formation of her organs of 
hearing, we had proof in what happened 
on the day of my second marriage (Sept. 8, 
1864), when all present, as well as myself, 
were greatly surprised by the following 
fact. 

Whilst the small company of wedding 
guests were comfortably seated, little 
Therese came in. My sister-in-law sat 
her down to the piano. All at once she 
. began to play with the first finger of her 
right hand, and singing at the same time, — 
^^ Heil dir im Siegeskranz " (God save the 
Queen) quite correctly and distinctly ; and 
then '^ Muss i denn, muss i denn zum Stadle 
hinaus ? " in the same style. 
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" If I had not seen and heard it myself, I 
would certainly not have believed it," said 
Gapellmeister Lux, who was present among 
the wedding guests. 

The greatest merriment, however, was 
caused, and the whole company were taken 
by surprise, when Herr Lux played a few 
passages, asked the little girl to play after 
him, and she, after trying once, actually 
succeeded in repeating the passages she had 
just heard, distinctly and correctly. I was 
informed that in my absence from the house 
she had made use of my piano as her play- 
thing, and entirely by herself had found out 
those two melodies, which she had learned 
to sing before. She must, therefore, have 
been guided solely by her musical ear in 
finding the proper keys for the notes of the 
airs. 
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From that very day she constantly 

begged of me to show her something new 

on the piano. I chose for this purpose 

some exercises for the first three fingers, 

which exercises she could play on the 

whole key-board by means of a continued 

advancing of her hand; but all this in a 
strict legato style, and with a correct touch. 

This latter was not difficult to her, as nature 
has gifted her with an exceptionally favour- 
able formation of hands and fingers. 

Piano playing, which she had begun at the 
age of barely three years, was now con- 
tinued in right earnest, but still without the 
knowledge of notation, until she reached 
her fifth year. 

But simple finger-exercises did not at all 
satisfy her, and she began to play from ear 
by herself. By degrees, she also found out 
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a fitting accompaniment with her left hand. 
Later on, she even sometimes invented 
melodies of her own composition, to which 
she used to give futmy names. To hear 
her playing these pieces was most interest- 
ing to any musician, the fingering she 
applied to it was so originally droll that 
one could not help laughing. 

At Easter, 1867, when all her fingers 
were sufficiently strengthened, I began to 
give her regular piano lessons, but only 
of a quarter of an hour's duration 
daily. She now learned to read music, 
and to play without looking at the key- 
board. 

Concerning her attainments, the Rhei- 
nische Courrier^ of Wiesbaden, of January 
15th, 1868, contained the following article : 

^^A little girl, scarcely six years old 
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(daughter of the composer, Aloys Hennes, 
and of the well-known poetess, Maria Claus- 
nitzer, who died in this town some years 
ago), excites the greatest astonishment in 
family circles here by her musical talent. 
This child played (so it is 'aflSrmed by 
members of the profession), when at the 
age of scarcely three years, melodies on 
the piano, with one finger, and sang to 
them. 

^^A year later she played with three or 
four fingers, and was able to repeat correctly 
whatever she heard played or sung. In 
her fourth year she began to play with 
both hands together, produced complete 
harmonies in the drollest manner, and 
sometimes even some of her own inven- 
tion. Thus little Therese continued to play 
on her own accord, without having the 
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least knowledge of notation, and without 
any instruction. 

" At the age of five years and a half, 
not yet knowing how to read or write, 
she received some instruction in reading 
music, and in the proper fingering. She 
now plays, with astonishing steadiness, 
and partly by heart, more than a hundred 
pieces out of the well-known ^ Klavier-Unter- 
richtsbrief e ' of her father." 

^^But the greatest astonishment is pro- 
duced by her extempore playing, or what- 
ever pieces she chooses for herself. * 
It may be added, for those who fear that 
all this may be detrimental to her physical 
development, that the child enjoys a healthy 

* " Now I shall play what I like," she used to say, 
when she wished to produce her own melodies, without 
printed music. 
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constitution, looks blooming and cheerful, 
likes to ramble about, like other children, 
is of a merry disposition, and is also known 
as a little chatterbox." 

From Easter, 1868, she frequented a 
high-class school for young ladies (Hohere 
Tochterschule) at Wiesbaden. She was 
very quick in learning to read and write, 
but was rather slow in her progress in 
mental arithmetic. 

In July, 1868, she had mastered all the 
five courses of the * Klavier-Unterrichts- 
briefe,' and now proceeded to the six 
Sonatinas of dementi, which she finished 
at the end of August of that year. There- 
upon she studied the Sonatinas of Kuhlau, 
Mozart's C major Sonata and D major 
Rondo ; afterwards Bertini's Etudes, Op. 
29, and my own compositions, ^Erheite- 



1 
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rungen/ Parts I. and II., which I dedi- 
cated to her; also Beethoven's Sonatina in 
Gr minor. 

On her birthday, December 21*, she re- 
ceived from me (so I gather from my 
diary) Beethoven's three waltzes, and a 
slate - pencil sharpener ; and from her 
mamma a porte-monnaie, containing one 
silbergroschen (one penny) as her birthday 
presents, and her joy was beyond descrip- 
tion. 

Under my guidance Therese studied, 
until 1871, the following pieces: — Steffen 
Heller, Op- 42 and 46; Kohler, Op. 50; 
Czerny, ^School of Velocity,' Books I. 
and II.; Bach, ^ Inventionen ' (for two 
voices), all of which she learned to play 
by heart, of her own accord. To these 
she added all Mozart's Sonatas, and a few 
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of Clementi's. Of pieces for four hands^ 

■ 

she studied the well-known Sonatas of 
Diabelli, Mozart, and Beethoven, in D 
major, and the Symphonies of Haydn. 

On January 9th, 1871, when scarcely nine 
years old, she played, for the first time, 
at the Thalia Theatre, at Frankfort-on- 
the-Maine. Her appearance on the stage 
made an indescribable impression on the . 
audience, owing to her little figure, and 
her unaffected, amiable, and easy manners. 
Everybody had imagined her to be a few 
years older, and also taller. For her first 
performance I had placed on the pro- 
gramme Cramers Study, No. 1, in order 
to prevent any feelings of anxiety about 
her on the part of the audience. Only 
a few seconds passed when this Etude 
was rolled over the key-board, ere all fear 



1 
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about her mental and bodily exertion disap- 
peared. Thereupon followed Mozart's Sonata 
in F major, three-four time, with Adagio in 
B major, then an Etude in E minor, Op. 46 
of Steflfen Heller, and, lastly. No. 2 of my 
above-mentioned ^ Erheiterungen.' 

The warmest applause followed each 
piece. As I waived any honorarium, the 
director of the theatre made her a present 
of ten florins for her savings-box. 

The Frankfurter Didascalia^ of January 
13th, 1871, contains the following article : — 

^ ' Last evening we had an opportunity * 
of making the acquaintance of a new, 
flourishing, and most interesting genius. 
A little girl, not yet nine years old, per- 
formed during the intervals of the acts in 
the theatre, Mozart's lovely F major Sonata 
on the piano, and, indeed, with such skiU, 
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steadiness, and ease, that the whole audi- 
ence broke out in a storm of applause. 
Therese Hennes is the name of this youth- 
ful artiste, a daughter of the well-known 
composer, Aloys Hennes, of Wiesbaden. 

"The peculiar steadiness with which she 
masters the keys shows distinctly that her 
playing is not the result of a painful 
mechanical training; but that we had to 
welcome the first fruits of an extraordinary 
talent with which nature has gifted the 
child, who justifies us in prophesying 
a great future for her." 

At Frankfort she played, for the second 
time, on January 12th, and for the third 
time, on January 18th. 
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VII. 

Eeturning to Wiesbaden the regular school 

attendance was resumed. I determinately 

refused to follow the advice of a great many 

of my friends, who proposed that I should 

undertake a musical tour with my little girl 

to England, and even to America. Nothing 

was further from me than to even harbour 

such an idea. I was firmly convinced 

that the only means for Therese to become 

distinguished in her performances, and 

to produce something noteworthy, was 

that her progressive musical accomplish- 
ment must go hand-in-hand with her 

physical development, and this should 

now be particularly cared for. As my 
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principal aim was to give her a general 
and liberal education, I determined that 
her appearance in public concerts should 
only take place occasionally during her 
holidays. 

In the mean time she played, on April 
25th, in the Royal Theatre at Wiesbaden, 
where all the seats were engaged some days 
before, and where she was greeted with ring- 
ing cheers, and overwhelmed with warm 
applause. This circumstance induced me 
to undertake a journey with her to Berlin, 
and to try to obtain permission for her 
to perform in the Royal Theatre 
(Koenigliches Schauspielhaus) there. 

General Intendant von Hiilsen, who 
was already informed of her great success 
at Wiesbaden, received her very kindly ; 
but gave me to understand that for some 
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time past, the custom of allowing per- 
formances of musical artists other than those 
of the company, had been discontinued. 
He, nevertheless, politely invited us to his 
private residence, and Therese was asked 
to perform some classical pieces in presence 
of his wife and children. He was so 
pleased with her performance that he 
immediately gave his consent for her 
playing at the Theatre Royal at Berlin. 
However, he added that this could only 
be done after three weeks' time, as the 
arrangements of their repertory would not 
conveniently admit it sooner. Having 
only fixed a fortnight for my staying 
away from Wiesbaden, I could not consent 
to this condition. 

The days I devoted to my sojourn at 
Berlin, I made use of to call on the lead- 



THERESE EENNES. 81 

ing m\isicians there. Therese performed 
at the residence of Frau (Minister) Von 
Schleinitz, at the Oberhof-CapeUmeister's 
(Maltre de Chapelle en Chef), Herr 
Taubert, who induced her to volunteer 
an impromptu ; also at Professor Kullak's ; 
at Professor Stem's, and in some 
other family circles. I left Berlin with 
the satisfaction of knowing that Therese 
was also there regarded as an ex- 
traordinary phenomenon. 

On my journey back we spent one day 
at Leipzig. On that day a soiree was 
given at the Conservatorium there. 
Director Herr Schleinitz, to whom we 
paid a visit, was kind enough to invite 
Therese to the evening's entertainment^ 
and introduced her to the audience in the 
following words : — " This little girl will 

G 
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play to us a piece of Sebastian ^Bach." 
Little Therese went at once to the piano, 
and played, by heart, Sebastian Bach's 
' Zweistimmige Inventionen' in A and F 
major, an Etude of Kohler, and Raffs 
* Fabliau.' Each of these performances was 

« 

received with a storm of applause, and 
the little pianiste was soon surrounded by 
all the professors present. On the following 
day Therese played at the house of the 
well-known pianoforte-manufacturer, Herr 
Bliithner. He asked Therese whether she 
could tell him from a distance, where 
she could not see the key-board, the notes 
of the chords he was going to strike, and 
Therese told him every single note exactly. 
She also played at the house of Capellmeister 
Carl Eeinecke, and also at that of Stadt- 
rath (Town Councillor) Hartel. 
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We continued our journey homewards 
yiS. Weimar. Here Therese was most 
kindly . received by Hof - Capellmeister 
Lassen, as well as by Herr Miiller- 
Hartung. Two days later she returned 
to her school at Wiesbaden, trying to 
make up what she had lost during the 
few days of her absence. This temporary 
interruption of her studies did not in the 
least interfere with her progress at school, 
she being considered one of the best . and 
ablest among her fellow-pupils. 

In January, 1872, I went on a short tour 
with her to the Lower Rhine. At Cologne 
she performed at the Simfonie (Symphony) 
Concert of Music — Director Zerbe; after- 
wards at the Ton-KtinstJ.er Verein (Musical 
Association), and, lastly, at a concert given by 
her in the afternoon to a juvenile audience, 
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who flocked there in great numbers, in com- 
pany with their parents, to gratify their 
curiosity in hearing the little pianiste per- 
form the most difficult classical pieces. 

Of these concerts the Kolnische Zeitung of 
January 6th, 1872, reports as follows: — 
" Therese Hennes, of Wiesbaden, the little 
pianiste, ten years old, of whom we spoke 
some days past, made her appearance yester- 
day at the Simfonie (Symphony) Concert, 
and we do not hesitate to say, with such 
great success as could not have been sur- 
passed. The little hlondine performed, in 
the first part of the concert, Mozart's 
Rondo of the D major Sonata ; in the 
second part Sebastian Bach's ^ Invention ' 
(No. 12, in A major), aniJtude of L. Kohler, 
and a composition, ^ Erheiterungen,' com- 
posed for the youthful pianiste by^her father. 
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the well-known author of the far-famed 
' Klavier-Unterrichtsbrief e.' 

"Her correctness of performance, her 
graceful, delicate, and, at the same time, 
powerful execution, caused the greatest 
astonishment to every listener, and accounted 
for the applause and repeated cheerings of 
the nimierous audience. Her artless sim- 
plicity, her affalpility and cheerful manner, 
add a particular charm to the appearance 
of this little child, whom nature has gifted 
with such rare talent." 

After her performance at Cologne she 
appeared with not less success in concerts at 
Diisseldorf Elberfeld, Barmen, Crefeld, 
Oladbach, and Aachen. The programme 
was now varied and increased by the follow- 
ing pieces : — Mendelssohn's Pieces for Chil- 
dren, Andante in E flat major No. 4 ; Allegro 
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in F and D major of Kbhler, Op. 128; 
Allegretto in D major ; Andante in E flat, 
major, and E major ; Allegro in A minor and 
Gr minor ; Allegro veloce in F major of Steffen 
Heller, Op. 45 ; Bach's ^ Invention ' in B 
flat major (for two voices), and B minor (for 
three voices). No. 15 ; March in C major, and 
Scherzo in D major of Reinecke, Op. 77, 
No. 4 ; Noctumo in E flat major of Field 
(arranged by Sara Heinze); Rondo of 
Mozart's B flat major Sonata ; and ^ Echo*^ 
in G major of Raff, Op. 75, No. 3. 

About these concerts much might be 
written. For instance, when Therese saw 
the many letters of introduction to distin- 
guished families, her first question to me 
was, ^^ Papa, are also many children there ? '^ 
Nothing pleased her more than my answer- 
ing this question in the aflSrmative. To 
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make friends with children did not take her 
her long; for, as soon as playing with 
their dolls had commenced in right 
earnest, the desire of playing at concerts 
disappeared from her mind. This was 
quite natural, and a direct consequence 
of her prevalent desire of playing with 
children. Her audience consisted mostly 
of juveniles, her little friends and play- 
mates. These endeavoured to be as close 
as possible to the concert-giver, and, 
during the intervals, Therese was con- 
stantly surrounded by her chattering little 
friends. 

Moreover, as collecting foreign postage- 
stamps was one of her favourite pastimes, 
she eagerly looked among the audience for 
those of her acquaintance who had promised 
her some rare stamps. When she was lucky 
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enough to obtain a couple of ^^ awfully 
scarce ones " (these were her words), every- 
body of her acquaintance was eagerly in- 
formed of it on the following day. Indeed, 
she knew of no greater pleasure than to 
exhibit her "Postage-stamp Album" to 
anybody who wished to look at it. Much 
time and patience was required in turning 
over all the leaves of this precious collec- 
tion, for on every page there were to be 
foimd such stamps as, on account of their 
scarcity, required some explanation. This 
she never failed to give, in her learned way, 
so that, to arrive at the last page of this 
valuable collection, great patience was 
necessary on the part of the favoured 
friend. 

I decided upon leaving Wiesbaden, and 
going to reside at Berlin. Meanwhile 
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Therese returned to school, and became 
again an attentive scholar. 

Previous to my removing to Berlin, 
I determined .to give a few concerts in 
Southern Germany. Therese made her 
appearance again at Frankf ort-on-the-Maine, 
where she performed at the " Saalbau " at 
a concert, which was numerously attended 
by the children of the first-class families 
resident there. At this concert an interest- 
ing event occurred. Between the intervals 
a little girl took courage to approach 
Therese, and to become gradually more 
intimate with her. Other girls, observing 
this, and envious of her friendship, left 
their seats also, and grouped themselves 
roimd Therese. Their number increased 
at every fresh interval of the concert. But 
the first-named girl could not persuade her- 
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self to kiss Therese. This the others could 
not bear, and the consequence was that, at 
the end of the concert, there was not one 
single child among the whole audience who, 
before leaving the concert-room, did not take 
leave of Therese by pressing la hearty, 
childlike kiss upon her lips. 

Of the other concerts at Darmstadt, 
Aschaffenburg, Wiirzburg, Worms, Mann- 
heim, Heidelberg, Carlsruhe, Nurnberg, may 
only be mentioned that, when at Darmstadt, 
on the day after the concert, Therese had 
the high honour to perform at the Grand- 
Ducal Palace, in the presence of Her Royal 
Highness the Princess Alice and her family, 
to their highest satisfaction. About these 
concerts the Hessische Volksbldtter of Feb- 
ruary 20, 1872, reports as follows : — 

" The concert given last evening in the 
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Salon ' Zur Traube/ by the pianiste, Therese 
Hennes, ten years of age, was undoubtedly 
the most original among the flood of per- 
formances by which we have been inundated 
since the close of our theatre. We met with 
a prodigy, a girl who, undoubtedly, has 
inherited an artistic disposition; but this 
inborn talent has been developed, and made 
the most of, by a judicious parent, and, 
indeed, not to the detriment of the child. 
We feel justified in harbouring the hope that 
this charming little girl will, in the course 
of time, become an accomplished artiste. 
What we heard her playing yesterday gave 
us strong proofs of her extraordinary dispo- 
sition for piano-playing, as well as of her 
facility of entering into the spirit, and of 
her thorough understanding, of the subject 
performed. The loud cheerings and warm 
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applause of the numerous audience, con- 
sisting not only of grown-up persons, but 
of a large number of children, were fully 
merited." 

The following is an extract from the 
Badische Landeszeitung of March 11, 1872, 
after the concert at Mannheim, on March 9th : 

"The concert of little Therese Hennes, 
of Wiesbaden, aged ten years, induced a 
great many of our juvenile piano-players to 
attend on Saturday afternoon, at the Aula- 
Salon, and to listen with anxious attention 
to the performance of this little artiste; and, 
truly, their highest and most intense expec- 
tations were not disappointed. The numerous 

commendations and critiques of the lead- 

■ 

ing musicians of the day which preceded 

the little artiste, were fully confirmed. Her 

execution is so finished, steady and elegant. 
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, and her manner of rendering so sensible 
and tasteful, that the listener could scarcely 
believe a child was playing. Her little 
fingers developed such full and powerful 
tones, and her rapid hravura style of playing 
was such as to excite the greatest enthu- 
siasm among the audience. Her perform- 
ances are the more remarkable as they are 
by no means the result of fatiguing studies, 
but mainly the achievement of an extra- 
ordinary talent acquired by methodical" 
instruction. We direct particular attention 
to the programme, which contained works 
of Bach, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Heller, 
Raff, &c., the difficulties of which — ^truly 
not inconsiderable — the little artiste mas- 
tered with the greatest ease and steadiness. 
We particularly noticed an equal de- 
velopment of both hands, which can only 



^4 THEBESE HENNES. 

be the result of methodical instruction. 
It is not astonishing, therefore, that the 
little one should have gained the love and 
the warmest applause of all present, both 
by the rich gift which Nature has bestowed 
upon her, and by her unaflfected and con- 
fident manner in her intercourse with the 
€ircle of ladies during the intervals of the 
performances. Where Nature has not been 
sparing with her gifts, there acknowledg- 
ment and surprise cannot be far off." 



VIII. 

The increasing popularity of my 
^^ method " — ^thanks to its favourable recep- 
tion by the first musicians of the day — 
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induced me to cany out my intention of 
settling at Berlin. This event took place 
in April, 1872. The time required for 
the removal of my furniture I made 
use of to spend a few days with my whole 
family — ^which consisted of my wife and 
five children — at Cassel, Erfurt, and 
Weimar, in which places Therese gave 
concerts. When at the house of Hof-Capell- 
meister Lassen, at Weimar, Therese was 
introduced to Dr. Franz Liszt, who hap- 
pened to call there at the time of our visit. 
Led to the grand piano, she played two 
^ Inventionen ' of Bach and Raff's ' Fabliau.' 
Dr. Liszt was extremely pleased with 
Therese's performance, and speaking with 
Herr Lassen about her abilities, he said, — 
^^ There is not the least doubt that a great 
future lies in store for this child." 
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At Berlin, Therese became pupil of 
Voigt's high-class establishment for yomig 
ladies. She also performed at several con- 
certs at the grand salons of the H6tel de 
Rome, at the H&tel Amim, and at two 
matinees at the Concerthaus. About these 
concerts nearly the whole Berlin press 
contained laudatory articles. Of these we 
only quote the conclusion of a rather 
lengthy report in the Voss'sehe Zeitung of 
April 27, 1872, written by the able pen of 
Professor Gr. Engel : — 

^^The clear and neat technique (execution)^ 

her powerful touch, her perseverance, and, 
to a certain degree also, her penetration 

into the spirit of the composer, are, in the 

highest degree, to be recognized in the 
performance of this amiable little pianiste. 

"^'^^^M^rable .talent and careful training 
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must undoubtedly have been the cause of 
these rare performances." 

When paying with Therese another visit 
to Herr Kullak, our conversation turned 
upon my piano instruction, and the prin- 
ciples upon which it was based. He 
approved of my system, and added, it 
would be very desirable and advantageous 
for Therese to continue in this way. In 
reply, I hinted that I was of opinion that 
Therese should now be guided in her studies 
by more skilful hands than mine, when he, 
with some hesitation, told me that it would 
afford him the greatest pleasure if I would 
confide my child to his care and guidance in 
her artistic studies, but only on the condition 
and clear imderstanding that any remunera- 
tion to him for training such talent should 
never be mentioned. I agreed that Therese 

H 
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should avail herself of the advantage of his ^ 
instruction at his Conservatorium of Music 
the following year, only stipulating that 
mental exertion, such as. the study of har- 
mony, &c., should be postponed until later 
years. 

In June, 1872, Therese entered Herr 
KuUak's academy, and was placed under 
the special care of his son, Herr Franz 
Kullak, where she has remained, under his 
distinguished guidance to this day. The 
instruction (twice a week) began with 
Bach's Preludes and Beethoven's Sonata in 
G major (Op. 14). The latter she per- 
formed on November 28th, at the fifth Berlin 
concert. In the following four concerts, 
which she gave with Herr KuUak's consent, 
she performed, — Prelude in D minor. Bach; 
Fantasie in C major, Haydn ; Variation on 
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^ Nel Gor,' Beethoven ; Rondo Turc, Op. 85, 

Herz ; Gavotte in Gr minor, Bacli ; ^ Schlum- 

merlied' (Cradle song) in E flat major, 

Schumann; Manon, from Op. 55 of Raff; 

Concert Etude in E flat major, Op. 7 of 

Goria. 

In January, 1873, I undertook a concert 

tour, finishing with Brussels. At that time 

the French edition of the ' Nouveaux Cours 
de Piano ' appeared, and by the exertion 

of its editor. Professor A. Schmoll, of 
Brussels, Therese received an invitation to 
play at a concert given by La Society 
Chorale, on January 27tli. 

On her journey to Brussels several con- 
certs were given at Magdeburg, Hanover, 
Bielefeld, Dortmund, and Dtisseldorf . In all 
these places Thereso's chief amusement con- 
sisted in collecting foreign postage- stamps. 
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We stayed for several days at Brussels. 
Having received here many invitations 
from high-class families, I had opportuni- 
ties of putting Therese's knowledge of 
French to the test. In this respect this 
visit produced very excellent results; for, 
from that time, she applied herself more 
earnestly to the study of that language. 

On my journey back I was induced by 
Musikdirector SchoUmayer at Diiren (a 
little town between Aachen and Cologne) to 
give a concert there. This gentleman, 
thirty years ago, was Regiments Capell- 
meister (bandmaster of a regiment) at 
Aachen, and was at that time highly 
esteemed by me, on account of the 
performances of his band at the Parade- 
Platz at Aachen, which contributed greatly 
to the furtherance and development of my 
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musical taste. No sooner had I arrived 
at Diiren, than Commerzien-Rath Leopold 
Hoesch, a gentleman highly esteemed in 
the whole Rhenish Province, who had been 
informed of our arrival, sent his carriage to 
take Therese to his splendid villa, with a 
polite message that he hoped I would not 
object to his regarding Therese as his guest 
until her departure. He even went so far 
as to ask Therese to address him by the 
name of " uncle." Therese's pleasure in the 
circle of this distinguished family — their 
amiable daughters were her constant com- 
panions — was very great, and her grief when 
the moment of departure arrived could only 
be assuaged by the thought that she would 
fioon see again her mamma and sisters at 
Berlin. There a new joy and an agreeable 
surprise awaited her. ^' Uncle Hoesch " had 



102 THEBESE EENNES. 

sent her a splendid doll. Of all the dolls she 
has been presented with, she valued thi& 
one the most, regarding it as a " very grand 
lady." 

At Berlin she studied, from February ta 

June, the following compositions : — Ronda 

in E flat major. Hummel ; ' Tempo di Ballo,'' 

Scarlatti ; Presto in G minor, and Caprice in* 

E minor, Op. 16, Mendelssohn; ^ Chant du 

Berger,' Op. 7, SchulhofE; ^ Spinnradchen 

und Waldbachlein,' Spindler; Concert Etude 

in F sharp major, Ch. Meyer ; Sonata in F 

minor. Op. 2, Beethoven ; Rondo Capriccio,. 

Op. 129, Beethoven; ^ Franzosische Suiten,' 

Bach; Tarantelle in A flat major, S.^ 

Heller ; Rondo in C minor, Chopin ; ^ Auf - 

forderung zum Tanze,' Weber; Rothkapp-^ 

chen, Kullak ; ^ La Regatta Veneziana,' Liszt. 

At the approach of the midsummer holi- 
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days I undertook a journey to the Inter- 
national Exhibition at Vienna, giving, on the 
road, concerts at Gorlitz, Liegnitz, Schweid- 
nitz, Breslau, Neisse, and Ratibor. The 
warm applause she earned at these concerts 
was continually increasing. At one of them 
the enthusiasm of a young lady, Fraulein 
Struss, at Schweidnitz, was so great, and she 
was so delighted with Therese's performance, 
that the next day she sent her, as a souvenir,- 
the jewellery she had herself worn at the 
concert. At Breslau, where three concerts 
were given, all the local newspapers con- 
tained articles in which she was represented 
as a most extraordinary phenomenon. 

At Miss Thilo's establishment for young 
ladies she received, as a present, an album 
containing autographs of the principal and 
all the pupils. 
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At the beginning of June we arrived at 
Vienna, where Therese played some pieces 
at the house of the pianoforte manufacturer, 
Bosendorfer. To our surprise, there arrived 
at our lodging a splendid grand piano, 
which had been sent by that firm for 
Therese's use when practising at home. The 
afternoons were generally spent at the Exhi- 
bition. The first acquaintance we met there 
was the celebrated fiddler, August Wilhelmj, 
of Wiesbaden — not less well known in 
England than in Germany — ^who had not seen 
Therese since our departure from Wies- 
baden. 

When Therese used to play in the German 
and French division of the Exhibition, the 
instrument on which she played was soon 
surrounded by the public, who crowded 
around her. Encouraged thereby, I decided 
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to arrange for two concerts at the concert 
rooms of Herr Bosendorfer. The first con- 
cert took place on July the 12th. As the 
heat of the day was very intense, it was 
rather poorly attended ; but the applause 
after each performance compensated for the 
* small attendance. Overjoyed at the success 
of Therese's performance, I wrote to my 
wife in warm praise of the kindness and 
amiability of the Viennese. 

The immediate results of these concerts 
were, that we gained numerous acquaint- 
ances, and received many invitations ; so 
that I thought I should extend my sojourn 
at Vienna beyond the fixed time. But 
how great was my astonishment when, on 
the same evening, I took up and read some 
articles, first in the Wiener Fremdenhlatt^ 
and afterwards in the Deutsche Zeitung^ 
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and in the Neue Fremdenhlatt. Therese- 



whom I only intended to take with me on 
a holiday tour through Silesia, and simply 
to allow her to perform at Vienna as a 
pastime — ^was represented in those papers 
as a sickly child, who could only excite 
pity. Myself they described as a cruel ' 
father, who, by these concerts, only wished 
to promote his own interest, and particu- 
larly the sale of his ^ Klavier-Unterrichts- 
briefe.^ Moreover, they made such remarks 
upon Therese as were not only flat con- 
tradictions to the overwhelming applause 
she received from the public, but must be 
regarded as downright untruths. For, in 
the first place, all that Therese played was 
the result of Herr. Kullak's instruction^ 
which must be valued by every musician^ 
even at Vienna; in the second place, all 
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the pieces she performed were previously 
approved by her master. The Fremdenhlatt 
dissuaded the public from attending the 
second concert of Therese Hennes, with the 
following words : — " One would be an ac- 
cessory to the ruination of the soul of a 
poor child (Verkrtippelung einer armen 
Kinderseele)." " Therese Hennes would 
do far better to stay at home, and take 
care of her health," said the Deutsche 
Zeitung. But the Neue Fremdenhlatt con- 
tained, the day before the concert, an 
article, in which, commenting upon the 
concert, it represented it as a downright 
swindling affair. 

My excitement, after perusing these 
articles, overflowing with gall and venom, 
was beyond description; and it was only 
after having conversed about this matter 
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with some Viennese, that my anger was 
somewhat appeased. They told me that 
sucli things were of frequent occurrence 
at Vienna, and that there were only two 
gentlemen there, namely, Dr. Hanslick and 
Dr. Ambros, whose judgment was valued 
by the Viennese. '' But those very gentle- 
men," they continned, ^^who have been 
pleased to write venomous articles against 
Therese, are the kind of critics who would 
be equally ready to write in her favour. 
Everything depends on the means which 
are used for it." 

As Drs. Hanslick and Ambros, whose 
critiques are the only ones . which are 
valued by the Viennese, happened at that 
time to be absent from Vienna, I did not 
feel inclined to give another concert, espe- 
cially as the season was not favourable. I 
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therefore resolved to return in a few days 
to BerKn, regretting heartily that the 
public of a large city like Vienna should 
allow themselves to be guided by the 
opinion of a few professors. I nevertheless 
took care to expose the whole matter to 
the public of Austria, in the Presse of 
Vienna ; and in the years which have since 
elapsed, I frequently had opportunities of 
hearing from inhabitants of Vieriina, how 
irritated the people were by the excesses 
indulged in by some of their journals. 

But also in other towns there are not 
wanting musical critics who find pleasure 
in spreading such venomous articles, espe- 
cially when they can succeed in throwing 
a false light upon a work which is crowned 
with success, as is the case with my 
' Method.' In proof, I may allude to the 
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Dresdener Nachrichten and other musical 
journals which reprinted those articles. 
Such things have taken place in all times, 
and there is no one who has experienced 
these vexatious attacks in such a degree 
as Richard Wagner. Have not the critics 
tried their utmost in order to throw that 
man into the dust ? 

Nevertheless, after that episode at Vienna, 
Therese continued to enjoy the same excellent 
state of health. By indefatigable study during 
the following summer, her repertory was 
enriched by the following works : — Polacca 
in E major. Op. 72, Weber; Sonata in C 
minor and F major, Op. 10, Beethoven; 
Capriccio in A minor. Op. 33, Mendelssohn. 
Alternately with Etudes (already begiin 
before) : — Cramer's Etudes, and Czerny 's 
Study of Velocity (^ Etude de la V^locit^,' 
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Op. 740). What 6he had already begun 
at Wiesbaden, and diligently continued to 
practise at Berlin, was ensemble playing, 
i.e. with the accompaniment of a violin. 
For this purpose, she had the opportunity 
of playing once a week with a very effi- 
cient amateur player, with whom she 
practised Haydn's and Mozart's Violin 
Sonatas. 

During the autumn holidays, I undertook 
another concert tour with her to Silesia, 
and spent several days in the Riesenge- 
birg. Concerts were given at Lauban, 
Hirschberg, Waldenburg, Reichenbach, 
Striegau, Glogau, and Sagan. • Therese 
received an invitation to spend a few days 
at the Palace Weigelsdorf of Count Scherr- 
Thoss, who is well known throughout 

Silesia. This tour had the same results as 
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all the former ones. Loaded with many 
presents, which she occasionally shared 
with her sisters, she returned again, in the 
beginning of October, to Berlin. 

She now began to study the following 
new works: — Suites, Nos. 3, 5, 7, 8^ 
Handel; Polonaise in C major, Op. 3, 
Chopin ; Impromptu Valse, Op. 94, Raff. 



IX. 

Mean time I was most agreeably surprised 
at receiving a letter from a friend of my 
youth whom I had not seen for twenty-five 
years. He had read in the newspapers 
many articles about my daughter, and by 
inquiries he discovered my present abode. 
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We exchanged several letters, which were 
the main inducement to our making a 
journey to Paris. 

Previous to my undertaking this journey 
it so happened that I had to experience 
further attacks from the newspaper critics, 
as will be seen by the following. 

The tenth Berlin concert of my little 
girl was to take place at the Singing 
Academy, with the following programme 
— Sonata in F major, Op. 10, Beethoven 
Bourr^e in C major. Bach; Schlummerlied 
Schumann; Polacca in E major, Weber 
Capriccio in A minor, Mendelssohn 
Polonaise in C major. Op. 3, Chopin 
* Rothkappchen,' Kullak ; Etude in F sharp 
major, Mayer; Concert Etude in E flat 
major, Goria. 

This concert took place on November 5th, 
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1873, before an audience of from five to 
six liundred persons, and with immense 
applause. The Berlin Musikzeitung^ No. 
45, contains th6 following article : — 

"In the salon of the Singing Academy 
there appeared, on the 5th inst., the pianiste, 
Therese Hennes, eleven years old, pupil of 
her father and of Kullak's New Academy of 
Tonkunst. The young artiste performed 
compositions of Bach, Beethoven, Chopin, 
Ooria, KuUak, Mendelssohn, Schumann, and 
Weber, in which she displayed an astonish- 
ing degree of steadiness, execution, and a 
thorough understanding of the works selected. 
This young girl shows already considerable 
proficiency in the musical art, to reach which 
it will be far easier for her than to many 
other striving pianists." 

Also five other newspapers contained 
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reports, which no one could pretend to say 
-were in contradiction to the above, or un- 

V 

favourable to Therese. But, taken as a 
whole, their praise was diminished by 
matters which were entirely irrelevant. 

They observed in their critical assaults 
•against me that, since the appearance of 
Therese in concerts, my * Klavier-Unterrichts- 
briefe,' which, till now, were quite unknown 
in Berlin, had begun to gain a great popu- 
larity ; that by these concerts the advo- 
<5ates of my system of teaching music were 
daily increasing, and, consequently, I only 
tried to make capital of my girl's talent and 
ability. In some respects, their attacks were 
justified, because, in truth, the propagation 
of my system of teaching was one of my 
chief aims with these concerts. 

It was evident that what was intended as 
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an ammlt against me proved, in the end^ 
quite the reverse, and all these critiques 
would have been of no consequence, had 
not, a week later, an article appeared in 
the Spener^sohen Zeitungy written by the art-r 
critic, Dom, which, on the score of malice 
and impertinence, far surpassed that cour 
tained in the Yienixa newspapers. In what 
a cunning way they were written may be 
gathered from the following. 

In a pamphlet written by me about 
* Elementary Kano Instruction,' .there 
occurred a little misprint, viz., speaking 
about the different keys in B major (called 
in German H dur), and F sharp major 
(called in German Fis dur); of G sharp 
minor (called in German Gis moll), G flat 
minor (called in German Ges moll), and E 
flat minor (called in German Es moll), 
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Herr Dorn discovered the misprint, Ges 
instead of Gis (ue., Gflat instead of G sharp), 
And formed it as the basis of a lengthened 
article. In a most unscrupulous manner, he 
xepresented the matter in such a way, as 
if I had mentioned in my * Method ' G flat 
minor (in German Ges moll), and thereby 
found no difficulty in turning it to ridicule. 
But what he had to say about the per- 
formances of Therese would have been the 
fault rather of her teacher. Prof. KuUak, than 
^f myself ; for, since 1872, she had not been 
jny pupil. Herr Dorn further chose to 
make my name ludicrous, by connecting it 
with a similarly sounding name of a 
marionette theatre at Cologne, called Hennes'- 
<5hen,* thus giving distinct proofs of the 



* Henneschen is the diminutive of Hennes ; the Gennan 
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base and vulgar means he employed in order 
to attain his end. 

I laid the whole matter before the judg- 
ment of the public in a pamphlet, entitled :: 
^ The Way in which the Royal Director and 
Professor Dom of Berlin, manages his Criti- 
cisms of Music.' In this pamphlet I rebutted 
every sentence of Herr Dom's article, prov- 
ing them to be distortions of the truth, and 
concluding by expressing regret that Herr 
Dom should not have besrun to trouble^ 
himself about criticizing and defeating my 
* Method of Teaching Music' seven year* 
earlier. For, after such an authority in, 
art as Carf Reinecke had raised his voice in 
favour of my method, and, as a strong. 



chen (meaning little) answering to the English Kn, in 
lambkin, &c Hennes'chen Theatre is the same as^ 
Punch and Judy in our country. — T/ie TranalaUyr. 
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proof of his appreciating it, had adopted it 
for the instruction of his own children, 
it is manifest that Herr Dorn made 
himself ridiculous in the eyes of the musical 
world.* 

Of this pamphlet about 16,000 copies 
were distributed in Berlin as a supple- 
nient to the Vossischen Zeitungy and 
14,000 copies were spread among the 
musical public by the medium of the 
German booksellers. And what was the 
result of it? Numerous orders for my 
work were daily received, not only from 
all parts of Germany, but even from 

» 

* Not less ridiculous stands this musical critic, Herr 
Dorn, before the public with regard to his attacks 
upon Eichard Wagner, who now, after the conclusion of 
the musical festival of Bajreuth — in spite of all an- 
tagonists of the Music of the Future — ^stands high in 
the esteem of the whole musical world. 
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abroad. And the consequence of all this, 
I may say, wiihont boasting, was that no one 
has become more popular in all classes of 
Berlin than myself. 

But there is also a sequel to the above. 
There resides at Magdeburg a certain Herr 
Ctiwatal, who some time ago published a 
Piano Tutor. This gentleman happened to 
see Herr Dom's above-mentioned article. 
He intended to criticize my work similarly 
to Herr Dom, but delayed, perhaps 
intentionally, in order to see what reply 
I should make to the latter's critique. 
My reply not having appeared at the 
beginning of December, Herr ChwataJ, 
obviously thinking me " beaten," had 
Dom's article reprinted in the Magde^ 
hurger Zeitung of December 6th, prefacing 
it with remarks written in his usual genial 
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und liighflown style. Thinking himself 

safe by my silence, he added a few untruths 

of his own invention to those of Herr 

Dom, and, strange to say, it was only 

through this article of Herr Chwatal, in 

the Magdeburger Zeitung of December 6th, 

that I had become aware of the existence 

of Herr Dom's critique in the Spener^s- 

chen Zeitung of November 13th.* With 

my before-mentioned pamphlot I killed 
two birds with one stone. As a consequence 

of this incident, Herr Chwatal's name had 

to wander through the musical world in 

connexion with that of Herr Dom. 

To do Herr Dom justice, I may add that 

he never made further mention either of 



* This newspaper has, since 1874, ceased to appear, for 
want of subscribers. 



122 TUEBESE EENNES. 



Therese or of my ^Method' as far as I 
know. 

An unmistakable proof of how much 
Therese was esteemed in Berlin was that^ 
a few days after her concert, she received 
an invitation from Professor Grell, the- 
Director of the Singing Academy, to> 
perform again at the rehearsal ou 
November 10th, before the ladies and 
gentlemen of that association. 

My projected journey to Paris I under- 
took at the beginning of January 1874^ 
Previously Therese performed in the saloji 
of the Euterpe Association at Leipzig, 
assisted by Herr Nessler, the well-known 
composer of songs, and his '' Mannergesang 
Verein" (association of male voices). About 
this concert the Leipziger Taghlatt o£ 
January 9th reports: — • 
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"Leipzig,. Jan 8. — ^Although, from aa 
educational point of view, we might object 
to children performing in public, we can, 
nevertheless, not refrain from expressing the- 
great pleasure we derived in seeing a 
juvenile talent appearing, as it were, in its- 
bud. This was visibly shown at the con- 
cert wliich Therese Hennes, a pianiste 
twelve years old, gave in the salon of 
the Library Exchange. One could not 
help admiring the neatness and precision 
of the performance of this young attiste,. 
and, although we missed, now and then^ 
some perfection with regard to touch (of 
such small hands it cannot be reasonably 
expected otherwise), this was richly com- 
pensated for by her facile and pleasing^ 
execution, which was so surprising that 
the repeated loud applause with which she. 
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was greeted was well merited. She per- 
formed Haydn's Prelude and Allegro in D 
minor, where the smooth and elegant 
rendering of the fugued phrases deserved 
^eat praise ; Hummel's Rondo in E major, 
Op. 11, where the beginning of an effective 
<execution was perceptible; Mendelssohn's 
•Caprice in E minor, Op. 16; Weber^s 
Polacca in E major. Op. 72; Schumann's 
Schlummerlied — ^here a graceful and delicate 
touch, and in general a good conception of 
4ihe piece, was noticable; Tarantella of 
Heller; Etude in F sharp major of Ch. 
Mayer; Impromptu Valse of Raff; and 
• Ooncert Etude of Goria. In this last piepe 
the young artiste showed herself at her 
best, and the numerous pupils present may 
well take her excellent performance as an 
example for imitation. She was assisted by 
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the ' SSnger-Ejreis ' (Circle of Singers), who* 
produced a few choruses of male voices by 
Miihldorf er, Bheinberger, and Nessler, with 
great precision and excellent expression,, 
which presented a pleasant change to the 
concert. The little artiste gained great 
sympathy from all present by her natural 
and imaSected appearance. She justified 
us in holding out the best hopes, not only 
in her musical studies, but also in her 
general education and accomplishments." 

Other concerts, during this journey, took 
place at Weimar, Gotha, Eisenach, Fulda^ 
and Giessen. We made so many new 
friends among distinguished families, and 
received so many invitations for giving 
concerts in the neighbouring towns, that 
we were nearly led to discontinue our 
journey to Paris. I was only kept from 
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doing 80 by the thought that it would not 
be well for us to return to Berlin without 
having first visited Paris. 

In order to avoid the temptation of 
giving concerts at Frankfurt, Mayence, 
:and Wiesbaden, we went direct from 
Giessen to Creuznach. Here nobody had 
the slightest idea of our arrival. The 
evening of our arrival there we assisted at 
•the rehearsal of the Gesangverein. An- 
nounced to the Diluent (conductor), this 
one recognized Therese directly. It was 
Herr Enzian, whose acquaintance she had 
made three years before at Barmen. Great 
joy was naturally felt on both sides, and 
Therese was persuaded to perform on the 
piano during the interval. The next morn- 
ing the whole town was informed of 
Therese's arrival, and two days afterwards 
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^ concert took place without its having 
been announced previously. Thence the 
journey was continued to Saarbriicken. 
Here also a concert was given, and ati 
•excursion made to the renowned battle-field. 
From Saarbriicken we went to Saarlouis 
and Trier (Treves). At the latter place 
Therese was the guest of the Gerichtspre- 
«ident (supreme judge) GrafF, who, having 
heard Therese playing at a concert there, 
provided us with letters of recommendation 
for Metz. At the station of that town we 
were welcomed by the families of the pre- 
sident of the court of justice, Herr Schiller, 
and of Medizinalrath (counsel of physicians) 
Dr. Vix, they having been informed of 
our arrival by the family Graff. Therese 
took up her quarters at the house of the 
latter. 
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General Valentlni was kind enough to 
place at our disposal the concert-room in 
the building of the Military School; and 
on February 19th a concert was given, with 
the most stormy applause, in the presence 
of a brilliant audience, consisting chiefly 
of high-rank officers and civilians. While 
Therese spent the following day in several 
family circles, I imdertook a strolling to 
the battle-field of Gravelotte. 

Therewith the concert tour, properly 
speaking, terminated; for we intended to 
go to Paris only for the sake of & 
promise given to an old friend (August 
Coopman, of Aachen), We remained at 
Paris until March, which time we spent 
in taking walks, and making excursions' 
nearly every day. Through the intro- 
duction of Professor Teltsch (a friend of 
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Coopman) we visited the celebrated com- 
poser, Steffen Heller, who received Therese 
with great kindness, and asked her to 
play several pieces, amongst others also 
his ' Tarantelle,' in A flat major, Op. 85. 

On our journey home we stayed a few 
days with my parents at Aachen, and gave* 
three concerts at Gladbach, Rheydt, and 
Hagen. Arrived at Berlin, Therese resumed 
her studies. Her repertory was now in- 
creased by the following works : — ^ La Bellas. 
Capricciosa,' Hummel; Sonata in C major,, 
Op. 2, Beethoven ; Capricciosa, Mendels*^ 
sohn; Polonaise in B flat major. Op. 71^ 
Chopin ; Impromptu in F minor, Schubert j, 
* Fruhlingslied' and ^ Spinnerlied,' as well as. 
•some others of Mendelssohn's " Lieder ohne; 
Worte.'' 
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X. 

During a midsummer holiday trip to 
Thiiringen, Therese performed again at 
concerts at Gotha. There she made the 
acquaintance, and became the friend, of 
Miss Bringle, an English lady artiste, well 
known in the musical world, who was kind 
enough to place at Therese's disposal her 
excellent Bechstein's Grand. From thence 
we went to Creuznach. During a stay of 
a fortnight, we made there many acquaint- 
ances of families of the Lower Rhine. 

On our journey back a concert took place 
in the Kursaal of the watering-place of 
^auheim. At the close of her holidays 
Therese again returned to Berlin. 

Of new works she now studied the follow- 
inqr; — Variations in B flat major, Op. 12, 
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dhopin; Polonaise in C major, Op. 89, 
Beethoven ; Variations in B flat major, Op. 
83, Mendelssohn ; Impromptu in A flat 
major, Chopin; C major Concerto, Beethoven; 
a choice of Etudes, such as ' Gradus ad 
Parnassum,' of dementi. 

Mean time I received a very polite letter 
from the well-known Steffen Heller — to 
whom I sent, at his express wish, my 
•^ Klavier-Unterrichtsbrief ' — in which he 
said: ^' I still recollect with pleasure your 
kind visit, and the surprising performance 
of your little daughter. Owing to her 
eminent talent, and the rapid progress she 
<5annot fail to make under the guidance of 
such an excellent master, the musical world 
will soon have to report a great deal about 
her." Mentioning my ^ New Method,' he said : 
^^ I must tell you at once that every line in 
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it shows us the most discerning, intelligent 
and much experienced teacher. It is 
impossible to speak more distinctly and 
carefully to a pupil than you do. Nothing 
escapes your far-seeing care, and you even 
anticipate the mistakes and errors which 
the pupil is likely to make in this or that 
passage. Please accept my sincere acknow- 
ledgment of your meritorious labours." 

During the autumnal holidays I travelled 
with Therese to Gera, on a visit to a friend 
of her late mother. There a conference 
took place of all the schoolmasters of 
Thiiringen, and Therese was invited to 
assist at the Festival Concerts there.* 



* It may be mentioned that all schoolmasters in 
Germany must be musical, and very frequently excellent 
performers and practical musicians are found amongst 
tbem. 
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The next stage of our journey was 
Altenburg, where Therese was most kindly 
received by Hof-Capellmeister Dr. Stade, 
and, through him, had the honour of playing 
in the Ducal Palace, before the family of 
Prince Moritz. Concert tours to Meerane, 
Griauchau, and Crimmitschau followed. At 
ihe latter place Therese was enabled, by 
the help of a most excellent orchestra, to 
perform, for the first time in public, 
Beethoven's C major Concerto, with the 
Cadenza of Mosclieles. This concert was 
followed by another in Zwickau (Robert 
Schumann's birthplace), where she per- 
formed Haydn's G major Trio ; and vid 
Targau, where the last concert took place, 
and whence we returned again to 
Berlin. 

Of new studies may bo mentioned: — • 
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Capriccio in B minor, Op. 22, Mendelssohn ; 
Concerto in E flat major, Mozart ; Concerto 
in B flat major, Beethoven ; ' Die Gazelle,' 
Kullak. 

Mean time, her hands having gained con- 
siderably in strength, we were no more 
confined in the choice of proper com- 
positions. Her time was, therefore, much 
better employed than when her small hands 
had to be taken into consideration. For 
this purpose Therese remained at Berlia 
without interruption from November 1874 
to July, 1875, playing there twice in Sachs's. 
Kunst-Salon (Arts-room). On February 18th 
she performed, at a concert of the Phil- 
harmonic Society at Potsdam, Mendelssohn's- 
Capriccio in B minor. About this concert,, 
the Vossi>sche Zeitung, of February 21st,, 
reportfs as follows : 
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" Potsdam, February 18th. — In to-day's 
concert of the Philharmonic Society, the 
still very youthful pianiste, Thereso Hennes, 
performed Mendelssohn's Capriccio, Op. 22, 
in B minor, with orchestra ; afterwards 
C. M. von Weber's Polacca, in E major, 
without accompaniment ; and, thereupon, 
^Die Gazelle' of Kullak. Since we heard 
the little artiste for the first time, neatly 
three years and a half ago, she has gained 
considerably in perfection, and has fully 
realized all the hopes we anticipated for her 
talent at that time, and of the excellent 
education she has received. The steadiness 
and style of her execution won for her the 
highest praise." 

During this time sho studied: — Suite in 
F major, Bach; Trio in C minor, 
Beethoven; Rondo in E flat major, Weber; 
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^^Spinnerlied," out of *Der Fliegende Hol- 
lander ' (Flying Dutchman), Wagner-Liszt ; 
Noctumo in E flat major. Op. 9, Chopin; 
Concerto in A minor, Hummel ; Vai-iationen 
in F major, Op. 34, Beethoven; Concerto 
in C minor, Beethoven. 

The midsummer holidays we spent at 
Nauheim, where Therese played at a 
concert Beethoven's C minor Trio. She 
continued her studies with the following 
works: — Italienisches Concert, Bach; 
Sonata, with violoncello, in B flat major, 
Mendelssohn; ^Les Papillons,' Schumann; 
Concerto in D minor, Mendelssohn; ^Per- 
petuiim Mobile,' Weber; Sonata in E flat 
major. Op. 7, Beethoven. 

To the former works of studv, which 
have been repeated from time to time, 
•were now added :—^ L' Art de Phraser,' 
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Op. 16, Steffen Heller; Daily Studies, 
Czemy; ^Fruclit und Dornenstiicke,' Op. 
82, Steffen Heller. 

After a long interval, Therese received 
an invitation from Hof (in Bavaria) to 
play at a Subscription Concerto (January 
20th, 1876). There she played Beethoven's 
C minor Concerto, with the Cadenza of 
Moscheles, and gave also a concert of her 
own. On her journey, vid Leipzig, she 
played at the house of Herr Schleinitz, 
Director of the Conservatorium, and she 
liad also an opportunity to hear performing 
at a concert the Russian pianiste, Madame 
Essipoff, to whom she was introduced. 

When we returned from Hof, we 
remained for one day at Leipzig, in order 
to be present at a concert of the cele- 
brated pianis*t, Rubinstein, to whom 
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Therese was introduced, after the concert, 
by Hof-Capellmcister Reinecke. 

Towards the end of January we were 
again at Berlin, where her repertory was 
increased by the following works: — Par- 
tita in B flat major, Bach; Sonata in E 
flat major, Op. 31, Beethoven. 



XI. 

In March, 1876, another concert tour 
was arranged, for which I purchased a 
Bechstein Grand. Our concert stations 
were : — Wittenberg, Halle, Merseburgy 
Weissenfels, and Zeitz. In all these places. 
Therese's concerts — where she now began 



THEBESE HENNES. 1?9 

to play every piece hy heart — earned the 
warmest applause. 

With reference to the first concert at 
Halle, the Halle^sche Zeitungj of March 
9th, contains the following article : — 

" The concert given yesterday by the 
pianiste, Therese Hennes, fourteen years* 
of age, was not overcrowded; but, never- 
theless, the audience was tolerably nume- 
rous. If we are not mistaken, there 'v^ere 
among those present many amateurs who 
had endeavoured to achieve some degree 
of excellence. To those who are already 
advanced, as well as to those who have 
yet much to learn, the performance of such 
a pianiste as Therese Hennes must have 
been most interesting. She displayed an 
eminent talent, and put to shame those- 
who acquired their accomplishment only 
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in their later years^ as well as those who 
must themselves confess that they are far 
from thinking to be able to acqnire such 
an accomplishment at such a youthful age. 
Her performances were, therefore, received 
with the most animated and always 
increasing acclamations. During the inter- 
vals she conversed, in an unaffected, child- 
like manner, with several of her acquaint- 
ances, and was the subject of general 
attention. That Therese Hennes could 
play everything by heart may be ascribed 
to her talent, but that she could display 
»such surprising power and suph finished 
>execution and steadiness in playing must 
surely be the result of perseverance and a 
well-guided practice. The programme was 
Iculated to show her technique in a pro- 
Ivo manner. After a phrase of Bach 



.*\e% 
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followed the E flat major Sonata of 
Beethoven, Op. 31, then Mendelssohn's 
* Rondo Capriccioso.' Afterwards she 
played Weber's well-known Polonaise in- 
E major, a Noctumo in E flat major of 
Chopin, and concluded with ^Die Gazelle' 
of Kullak. We must add that all these 
pieces were performed not only with 
great ease, but also with clearness of the- 
phrasing, and a thorough understanding of 
the subject." 

At the conclusion of this journey we' 
remained for four weeks at Berlin, anA 
Therese's studies were continued with the 
Introduction and Variationen on a Tema,. 
out of the ^ Liebestrank ' (Elisir d' Amore), of 
Thalberg. 

A second journey was begun, April 21sty 

to Eisleben, vid Sangcrhausen, Senders- 
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hausen, Jena, Rudolstadt, and Greiz. At 
the concert given at Sondershausen the 
Ducal Court was present. The local paper 
reports that the Prince thus expressed him- 
self to some of his suite, ^f A more charm- 
ing child I could not have imagined." At 
Rudolstadt she was enabled to perform, with 
the assistance of the Fiirstliche Capelle (the 
Prince's band), Beethoven's C minor Con- 
certo. 

Returning to Berlin, Therese studied: — 
Fantasia on ' Lucia,' Liszt ; Concertstiick, in 
F minor, Weber. Mean time Therese was 
introduced to the celebrated oratorio singer, 
Herr Stockhausen,* who invited her to per- 
form a selection of concert pieces in the 
Cacilien-Verein. The midsummer holidays 
we spent first at the watering-place, 



* Well known in this country also. — The Translator. 
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Elster, where Therese gave two concerts; 
and afterwards, on an invitation from the 
Eoyal Bath Administration, she played, at a 
symphony concert, Beethoven's C minor 
Ooncerto. 

Thence we proceeded to Franzensbad, in 
Bohemia, where, at the first concert, an 
interruption took place which occasioned a 
^eat sensation in the whole watering- 
place. By a decree no concert can take 
place without first obtaining licence from 
the authorities of Eger (a little town in 
Bohemia). In accordance with this decree, 
I made supplication for the concert, and 
enclosed a programme, containing names of 
composers, such as Beethoven, Mendelssohn, 
Thalberg, &c. But, three hours before the 
concert was to have commenced, a com- 
munication arrived from Eger that permis- 
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sion for the concert could not be given, as- 
no certificate of the proficiency of the- 
concertiste had accompanied the petition. 
Little Therese being nnable to betake herself 
with her Bechstein Grand to Eger, in order 
to satisfy the authorities as to her skill,, 
there was no other alternative but to await 
the arrival of the public. 

The concert -room being crowded, I 
mounted the platform, read to the audience- 
the decree prohibiting the concert, and 
offered to return the money received, adding^ 
that, if they wished it, my daughter would 
perform a selection from the programme, so- 
far that they might be able themselves to 

i 

judge of her capability. This proposal 
being accepted with acclamation, Therese 
went to the piano, and played the first four 
movements of Beethoven's E flat major 
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Sonata^ Op. 31. Einging cheers and stormy- 
applause followed from all sides. At each 
succeeding piece the enthusiasm of the 
audience rose to such a pitch that the 
ladies showered all their bouquets upon 
her. 

On the following day a petition wa^ 
despatched with the declaration that the 
whole audience wished to hear Therese 
Hennes in three, other concerts, and, with 
regard to her artistical proficiency, sufficient 
proof had been given in Mendels' ^ Musica- 
lisches Conversations-Lexicon' (^ Musical En- 
cyclopsedia ').* This had the desired effect^ 



♦In vol. V. p. 196, it says: " Therese Hennes, — ^the 
talented daughter and pupil of the well-known author of 
the ' Klavier-Unterrichtsbriefe * (*New Method for the 
Piano') and composer, Aloys Hennes, — ^born at Mayence, 
1861, made herself noticeable as a juvenile pianiste and 
eoncertiste." 
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and 'pennission for the concert was at once 
granted. 

A few days later (July 4th) this incident 
was reported in the Wiener neuefreie Pressej 
and copied by many other German news- 
papers. Also some English papers reported 
this subject, under theheading "An Interdicted 
Concert." 

From Franzensbad we went to Maxienbad, 
where we stayed a fortnight, and gave three 
concerts. From thence we visited Carlsbad. 
At the theatre of that place Therese per- 
formed Beethoven's C minor Concerto with 
orchestra. 

After our return to Berlin, her studies were 
resumed with Fantasy in F sharp minor, 
Op. 28, Mendelssohn ; Concerto in G minor, 
Mendelssohn ; Waldesrauschen, Liszt ; Sonata 
in D minor, Beethoven. 
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XII. 

Up to this time Therese's musical education 
-embraces a period of nearly ten years. But 

« 

lie would be greatly mistaken who should 
think that her musical education consisted 
merely in allowing her to follow her own in- 
<jlination, and making herself acquainted m 
quickly as possible with the beautiful works 
of the musical art. Quite the reverse. The 
task of educating her consisted in restricting 
or keeping her back within certain limits* 
Had Therese had her own will, she would 
have played quite different pieces from those 
placed before her. She would have chosen 
Beethoven and Mendelssohn before she had 
the slightest notion of Mozart, Haydn, and 
dementi; she would have preferred the effec- 
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tive 'Sonate Path^tique' of Beethoven to 
those simple sonatas which are still written 
in the style of Mozart. In that case she 
would have become a superficial dilettante^ 
but never a true artiste. 

But in other respects it was also necessary 
to act continually against her will; for 
nothing would have given her more pleasure 
than to frequent the concert-room or theatre, 
in order to hear something new. This would 
have had a bad influence upon her musical 
education; for her head would have been 
overburdened with music, and would have 
prevented her from enjoying a strengthening 
night's rest, so indispensable for a healthy 
child. On the following morning she would 
have gone to the piano, in order to play 
something she had heard the evening before, 
and thus would have lost all her interest 
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in her regular studies of music. Even later, 
when, at the age of twelve years, she was 
occasionally taken to a concert, I regarded it 
as of the greatest importance that she should 
•only hear such pieces as she could compre- 
hend. Going to the theatre would also have 
been bad for her, for her imagination would 
lave been excited, Therese not being 
allowed to hear any opera until she had 
reached her fifteenth year, except ^Joseph 
in Egypt,' ^The Magic Flute,' and occa- 
sionally ^Fidelio.' 

It is also evident that her regular instruc- 
tion in the piano, commenced at the age of 
five, was only owing to the gradual pieces for 
practice of my ' Method,' adapted to the 
juvenile capacity, the origin of which 
method coincided — as we have seen in the 
•course of these sketches — with her ow^ 
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early life. With the help of any other 
method she could not possibly have begun so 
early, or else such instruction would have 
required more exertion, not at all desirable 
for a young beginner. 

A quarter of an hour's tuition daily was- 
quite sufficient for her first year's study. 
In the second year the duration of the. 
lesson was half an hour, and, until her. 
eleventh year, she played for one hour 
every day. But even in succeeding years^ 
her practice never exceeded two hours 
daily. This duration of study was quite 
sufficient for her; for everj'' good musician 
will admit that it is by no means suffi-^ 
cient to play a piece through several 
times, but that the difficult passages of 
the piece should be sought out and prac- 
tised separately, and that they should 
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especially be practised first with the left 
hand alone, in order to give strength and 
independence especially to this hand. 

This way of instruction alone can 
achieve the desired end; but how many 
pupils are there who spend their time 
wastef uUy at the piano ! 

It is also of the greatest consequence 
to hatve a fixed hour for taking the lesson, 
for experience shows that departing from 
this rule will create an indifference and 
lassitude on the part of the pupil. All 
this was carefully taken into consideration 
with regard to Therese. 

Not less care was taken regarding her 
general education, convinced as I am that 
an artist, in the true sense of the word, 
does not deserve that name unless he (or 
she) has received a liberal, i. e.y a general 
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scientific education. For this reason, her 
attendance at school was seldom inter- 
rupted; and whenever she was on a 
concert tour, she always took her school- 
books with her, as she was anxious to 
learn, and learning was always a pleasant 
task for her. 

To foster this inborn zeal for learning, and 
to blend it with her physical education, 
was a particular task I imposed upon 
myself. And, indeed, the conditions to 
this could not have been more favourable, 
as I myself was accustomed from my 
youth to take a walking exercise daily 
for several hours. Later on, when I 
became master of my own time, these 
walking exercises were considerably in- 
creased. In taking daily walks with my 
children, Therese, in company with her 
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younger sisters, found particular pleasure 

in shuttlecock-playing or hoop-driving. 

Also her concert tours contributed greatly 

to her physical education, and had the best 
results. As a rule, we never left a town 

without taking walks in its neighbourhood 
in summer-time, and Therese never omitted 
bringing home with her large nose- 
gays of wild-flowers culled by herself in 
the fields. Many meadows and corn- 
fields could bear witness to that. In 
wintertime she found her greatest pleasure 
in gymnastics and skating. Many a music- 
book, brought with her for the concert, 
shows traces of injury, caused by her pair 
of skates being packed with it. 

Another principal task, not less essential 
to her education, was the preservation of 
her child-like mind. This, it is true, she 
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has inherited from her late mother, but it 
might have easily been lost if other circum* 
stances had taken place. By being in 
company with her sisters, who were younger 
than herself, she preserved her innocent 
manners, and remained as long as possible- 
in the sphere of childhood. With the other, 
children she went to bed, rose with them, 
at the usual time, and went to school 
with them. This was the best check 
against pride, conceit, and egotism. Her. 
intercourse with grown-up people was- 
limited as much as possible ; invitations, 
which were never wanting, were seldom 
accepted, and even then not for late hours. 
Very frequently Therese attended the birth-, 
day festivals of her school friends, where 
she was always a welcome guest, not only 
on account of lier piano-playing, but also 
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on account of her entering so heartily into 
their child-like amusements. 

Such was her simple manner of living at 
home. Nevertheless, the carrying out of 
my plans for education imposed rather a. 
heavy task upon me when journeying with, 
her, on account of the numerous invitations-, 
received. Had it not been for my energetic 
objections, nearly every day would have 
been occupied with invitations and visits. 

With regard to Therese's health, I 
regarded it as fortunate that her sleep 
was constantly very sound. After every 
concert she usually goes to rest, falls asleep 
at once, free from any excitement, and 
does not awake until she has had 
from ten to twelve hours of refresh insr 
sleep. Owing to these good habits, and 
qualities, which cannot be too highly 
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•esteemed, she has been enabled to appear 
dn public since her ninth year. 

To make these concert tours the object 
of pecuniary gain was a secondary considera- 
tion. My principal aim in giving them 
was to prepare Therese for her future 
'Career, to accustom her to appear in public, 
^nd to convince her how much is required 
of an artist to play with ease and steadi- 
ness before an audience. Another reason 
for giving these concerts was that there 
jshould be a convincing proof of the 
advantage to be derived from early and 
judicious training, and thereby should be 
procured a still greater popularity for my 
^Method.' This end I actually achieved, 
in spite of all attacks made against it by 
envious critics. 

All the profits of the concerts were 
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absorbed by travelling and other incidental 
expenses, caused by a lengthened sojount 
in large towns. 

All this had a most beneficial effect on 
Therese's state of health. She always* 
returned homo to her sisters with a cheer- 
ful look, and a blooming and healthy 
appearance. 

To the applause she received at these 
concerts Therese was never indifferent, and 
had this abated she could never have been 
induced to appear again in public. On 
the other hand, all that might help to 
arouse any pride or self-conceit had been 
carefully kept from her. She had been 
taught very early that her talent was a gift 
of nature, and that she must esteem 
herself fortimate in having acquired, thanks 
to a rational education, perfection in this 
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divine gift. She was frequently told that 
l;he humblest artisan deserves our esteem 
and admiration^ if by talent and diligence 
lie can achieve particular accomplishment 
in his profession. 

Although many of her childish amuse- 
ments have long since been given up (as, 
for instance, collecting postage-stamps, &c.) 
jshe has still a fondness for fashionably 
dressed dolls and illustrated fairy-tales, 
thus showing a childlike innocence of 
mind, and I am firmly convinced that in 
the course of her future career the influence 
of home-teachings, and the gentle nature 
fihe has inherited from her late mother, 
will continue to adorn and ennoble her 
character. 

That Therese should have developed 
such extraordinary talent, and should have 
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become the favoured child she now is, is 
due to the circumstances detailed in these 
pages ; and thus from her very birth we 
may regard everything which has happened 
to her as a dispensation of Providence. 
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APPENDIX. 



Ein Eosenkranz anf das Grab der Fxaa 

MaBU CLAUSNITZBB-HSNinESy 

Gestorben za Wiesbaden am 21 Jannar, 1864» 

Tranrig bin za einem Grabe treten 
Wir mit des Gedacbtniss Rosenkianz, 
Der da gilt dem lieblichen Poeten 
Dem die Dicbtnng fiillf die Seele ganz, 
Dessen lieder oftmaLs sind geklungen 
Weit in alio deutscbe Welt binaus, 
Wieder ist ein Sangerberz zenpningen, 
Wieder bancbt ein Menscb die Seele aus* 

Und es war ein Dicbterberz, ein hebres^ 
Das durchgliiht von beil'ger Poesie, 
Das, ein Compass dieses Lebensmeeres^ 
Qanz erfdllt von Himmels-Harmonie. 
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Und es war anf Deutscblands schonen Qanen 
Eine Seele, weibUch, walir und rein. 
Die verdient von Deutschlands edlen Frauen 
Ala ein gates Weib gennant za sein. 

Tretet hin za dieser heil'gen Balire, 
Die ihr laoschtet oft des Sangers Lied, 
Der, in rascher Flachf^der Lebensjahre, 
Sanft and mild aos diesem Leben schied. 
Qattin, Matter — ^heisse Zahren fliessen 
Aaf den Hiigel, der die Asche deckt : 
Lasst den Qeist mit Dichterwort ons griissen, 
Der so manches lied uns aaferweckt 

Wie ancli still and sanft ein Leben schwindet 
Unbemerkt oft in der Welt Qewiilil : 
Jeder Ellang verwandte Tone findet, 
Der entstammt innerstem GefiihL 
Nimmermehr ist je ein Lied verloren, 
Das der Weihe heil'ges Zeicben trug, 
Das der Qott der Dichtang sicb erkoren 
Der mit hoher Qlath die Salten schlag. 

Eosen streaend aof den Grabesbiigel, 
Soil die Nacbwelt ebren das Talent, 
Da die Zeit mit hast'gem Wanderfliigel 
Oft verweht ein stilles Monament. 

M 
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Dichteirahm wird kaiglich zagemessen, 
Und nnr Noth ward Dichters Erdentheil ; 
Denn die Welt hat immerdar yergessen 
Dass die Dichtnng ist der Seele Heil. 

Daram soil im Lied der Name leben, 
Dessen, der des Herzens Sprach' belausclit, 
Und 80 bitter oft fur hohes Streben 
J^Tur der Menschen Missgunst eingetauscbt. 
Au8 der Ewigkeit bat Gott gesendet 
In die Welt die beil'ge Poesie ; 
Gk)tt bat ibm sein Antlitz zugewendet 
Dass des Dicbters Seele gottlicb gliib' ! 

Robe sanft ! Dein Leben ist Yerronnen, 

Korz ist ja der Erde langster Traom, 

Und Du Bcbaost der Wabrbeit ew*ge Sonnen 

Jetzo nacb der Morgenrotbe Saum. 

Selig ist, wer obne Furcbt und Bene 

Niederlegt den scbweren Pilgerstab. 

Da bast ausgebarrt in seltner Treue : 

Sei Dir leicbt die Erd' auf Deinem Grob ! " 



THE END. 
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"Sparkling, well-written, spirited, and may be read with certainty of 
amusement.' — Sunday Times, 

BORN TO BE A LADY. By Katherine Hen- 
derson. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

"DRANDON TOWER. A Stoiy. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. . 

" Familiar matter of to-day." 

BREAD UPON THE WATERS : a Novel. By Marie 
J. Hyde. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

BUILDING UPON SAND. By Elizabeth J. 
Lysaght. Crown 8vo., los. 6d. 
"We can safely recommend ' Building upon Sand.' " — Graphic, 

CHASTE AS ICE, PURE AS SNOW. By Mrs. 
M. C. Despard. 3 vols., 31S. 6d. Second Edition. 
"A ncv?l of something more than ordinary promise." — Graphic. 

CINDERELLA: a New Version of an Old Story. 
Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

CLAUDE HAMBRO. By John C. Westwood. 3 
vols., 31s. 6d. 
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COOMB DESERT. By G. W. Fitz. Crown 8vo., 
7s. 6d. 

CORALIA; a Plaint of Futurity. By the Author of 
" Pyma." Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

pRUEL CONSTANCY. By Katharine King, 
^ Author of The Queen of the Regiment.' 3 vols., 31s. 6<1. 

"TJISINTERRED. From the Boke of a Monk of 
-*^ Carden Abbey. By T. Esmonde. Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

r)R. MIDDLETON'S DAUGHTER. By the Author 
■^^ of" A Desperate Character." 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

TTiULCIE. By Lois Ludlow. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

EMERGING FROM THE CHRYSALIS. By J. F. 
NiCHOLLS. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

"PAIR, BUT NOT FALSE. By Evelyn Campbell. 
■*- 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

pAIR, BUT NOT WISE. By Mrs. Forrest- Grant. 

■^ 2 vols., 2 IS. 

"PAIR IN THE FEARLESS OLD FASHION. 
-■- By Charles Farmlet. 2 vols., 21s. 

THIRST AND LAST. By F. Vernon- White. 2 vols., 
-*- 21S. 

FLORENCE; or, Loyal Quand M^me. By Frances 
Armstrong. Crown 8vo., ss., cloth. Post free. 

"A very charming love story, eminently pure and lady-like intone." — 
Civil So vice Reuitw, 

"POLLATON PRIORY. 2 vols., 21s. 

"OOR TWO YEARS. By Vectis. Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

Tj^RANK AMOR. By Jajabee. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

Ij^RIEDEMANN BACH ; or. The Fortunes of an 
Idealist. Adapted from the German of A. E. Brachvogel. 
By the Rev. J. Walker, B.C.L. Dedicated, with permission, 
to H.RH. the Princess Christian of Schleswig-Holstein. 
I vol., crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. - " 

GAUNT ABBEY. By Elizabeth J. Lysaght, Author of 
" Building upon Sand,*' " Nearer and Dearer," etc. 3 voh., 
31s. 6d. 
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Q-ERALD BOYNK By T. W. Eames. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 
/?J.ILMORY. By Ph(ebe Allen. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 
Q.OLD DUST. A Story. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

GOLDEN MEMORIES. By Effie Leigh. 2 vols., 
21S. 

GRAYWORTH : a Story of Country Life. By Carey 
Hazelwood. 3 vols., 31S. 6d. 

GRANTHAM SECRETS. By Phoebe M. Fbilden. 
3 vols. 31S. 6d. 

GREED'S LABOUR LOST. By the Author of 
** Reoommended to Mercy/' etc. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

HEARTS ARE TRUMPS. By Beatrice Hazelwood. 
3 vols., 31S. 6d. 

HER GOOD NAME. By J. Fortrey Bouverie. 
3 vols., 31S. 6d. 

CTER IDOL. By Maxwell Hood. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

HILDA AND I. By Mrs. Winchcombe Hartley. 
2 vols., 2 IS. 
" An interesting, well-written, and natural story." — Public Opinum, 

HILLESDEN ON THE MOORS. By Rosa Mac- 
kenzie Kettle, Author of '' The Mistress of Langdale 
Hall." 2 vols., 2 is. 

HIS LITTLE COUSIN. By Emma Maria Pearson, 
Author of " One Love in a Life." 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

IN BONDS, BUT FETTERLESS: a Tale of Old 
Ulster. By Richard Cuninghame. 2 vols., 21s. 

IN SECRET PLACES. By Robert J. Griffiths, | 

LL.D. 3 vols., 31S. 6d. i 

IN SPITE OF FORTUNE. By Maurice Gay. 3 vols., 
31S. 6d. 

TNTRICATE PATHS. By C. L. J. S. Cr. 8v6., 7s. 6d. 

IS IT FOR EVER ? By Kate M^inwaring. 3 vols., 
31S. 6d. 
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TABEZ EBSLEIGH, M.P. By Mrs. Eiloart, author of 
^ "The Curate's Discipline/* " Meg," "Kate Randal's Bar- 
gain/' etc. 3 vols,, 31S. 6d. 

JOHN FENN'S WIFE. By Maria Lewis. 
^ Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

TT'ATE BYRNE. By S. Howard Taylor. 2 vols. 
•*^ 21S. 

KATE RANDAL'S BARGAIN. By Mrs. Eiloart, 
Author of "The Curate's Discipline," "Some of Our 
Girls," " Meg," &c. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

KITTY'S RIVAL. By Sydney Mostyn, Author of 
'The Surgeon's Secret,' etc. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

" Essentially dramatic and absorbing We have nothing but 

mnqualified praise for 'Kitty's Rival.'" — Public Opinion, 

LADY LOUISE. By Kathleen Isabelle Clarges. 
3 vols., 31S. 6d. 

LALAGE. By Augusta Chambers. Crown 8vo, 
7s. 6d. 

T ASCARE : a Tale. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

LEAVES FROM AN OLD PORTFOLIO. By Eliza 
Mary Barron. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

LLANTHONY COCKLEWIG: an Autobiographical 
Sketch of His Life and Adventures. By the Rev. Stephen 
Shepherd Maguth, LL.B., Cantab. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

LORD CASTLETON'S WARD. By Mrs. B. R. 
Green. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

T OVE THE LEVELLER : a Tale. Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

MADAME. By Frank Lee Benedict, Author of 
"St. Simon's Niece," etc. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

MARGARET MORTIMER'S SECOND HUSBAND, 
By Mrs. HiLLS. i vol., 7s. 6d. 

IVf ARJORY'S FAITH. By Florence Harding. Crown 
-L^J- 8vo, 7s. 6d. ' 

MART AND MANSION : a Tale of Struggle and Rest. 
By Philip Massinger. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 
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TVTARTIN LAWS : a Story. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
jyjARRIED FOR MONEY, i vol., los. 6d. 

lyfARY GRAINGER: A Story. By George Leigh. 

J-'-*- 2 vols., 2 IS. 

TV/TAUD LEATHWAITE: an Autobiography. By 
■^*J- Beatrice A Jourdan, Author of " The Journal of 
a Waiting Gentlewoman." Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

ly/TR. VAUGHAN'S heir By Frank Lee Benedict, 
*-*-^ Author of " Miss Dorothy's Charge," etc. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

MUSICAL TALES, PHANTASMS, AND 
SKETCHES. From the German of Elise Polko. 
By M. Prime Maudslay. Dedicated (with permission) to Sir 
Julius Benedict. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

NEARER AND DEARER. By Elizabeth J. 
Lysaght, Author of "Building upon Sand." 3 vols., 
31s. 6d. 

TV^EGLECTED; a Story of Nursery Education Forty 
-^^ Years Ago. By Miss Julia Luard. Crown 8vo., 5s. 
doth. 

NO FATHERLAND. By Madame Von Oppen. 
2 vols., 2 IS. 

^ORTONDALE CASTLE, i vol., 78. 6d. 

NOT TO BE BROKEN. By W. A. Chandler. 
Crown 8vo., los. 6d. 

ONE FOR ANOTHER. By Emma C. Wait. 
Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

ONLY SEA AND SKY. By Elizabeth Hindley. 
2 vols., 2 is. 

OVER THE FURZE. By Rosa M. Kettle, Author 
of the " Mistress of Langdale Hall," etc. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

PENELOPE'S WEB: a Story. By Louis Withred. 
3 vols., 31s. d. 

PERCY LOCKHART. By F. W. Baxter. 2 vols.. 



2 IS. 
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PUTTYPUrS PROTEGEE; or, Road, Rail, and 
River. A Story in Three Books. By Henry George 
Churchill. Crown 8vo., (uniform with "The Mistress of 
Langdale Hall"), with 14 illustrations by Wallis Mackay. 
Post free, 4s. Second edition. 

"It is a lengthened and diversified farce, full of screaming fun and 
comic delineation — a reflection of Dickens, Mrs. Malaprop, and Mr. 
Boucicault, and dealing with various descriptions of social life. We have 
read and laughed, pooh-poohed, and read again, ashamed of our interest, 
but our interest has been too strong for our shame. Readers may do 
worse than surrender themselves to its melo-dramatic enjoyment. From 
title-page to colophon, only Dominie Sampson's epithet can describe it — it 
is • prodigious. ' "—British Quarterly Review, 

T>AVENSDALE. By Robert Thynne, Author of 
^^ " Tom Delany.'' 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

T) EAL AND UNREAL : Tales of Both Kinds. By 
-^^ Harriet Olivia Boddington. Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

T) OSIE AND HUGH ; or. Lost and Found. By Helen 
-*-*' C. Nash, i vol., crown 8vo., 6s. 

RUPERT REDMOND: A Tale of England, Ireland, 
and America. By Walter Sims Southwell. 3 vols., 
3 IS. 6d. 

T. NICOLAS' EVE, and other Tales. By Mary C. 
ROWSELL. Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 



s 



Q AINT SIMON'S NIECE. By Frank Lee Benedict, 
^ Author of " Miss Dorothy's Charge." 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

From the Spectator, July 24th : — ' ' A new and powerful novelist has arisen 
. . . We rejoice to recognise a new novelist of real genius, who knows and 
depicts powerfully some of the most striking and overmastering passions of 
the human heart ... It is seldom that we rise from the perusal of a story 
with the sense of excitement which Mr. Benedict has produced." 

CELF-UNITED. By Mrs. H19KES Bryant. 3 vols., 
^ 31S. 6d. 

CHINGLEBOROUGH SOCIETY. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

IR MARMADUKE LORTON. By the Hon. A. S. G. 
Canning. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

SKYWARD AND EARTHWARD : a Tale. By 
Arthur Penrice. i vol., crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
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SOME OF OUR GIRLS. By Mrs. Eiloart, Author 
of "The Curate's Discipline," "The Love that Lived," "Meg," 
etc., etc. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

"A book that should be nad."~-AtA€Maum, 

00 SINKS THE DAY STAR: The Story of Twb 
^ Lovings and a Liking. By James Keith. Crown 8vo., 
ys. 6d. 

gONS OF DIVES. 2 vols., 218. 

Q POILT LIVES. By Mrs. Raper. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

CQUIRE HARRINGTON'S SECRET. By George 
^ W. Garrett. 2 vols., 21s. 

CTANLEY MEREDITH: a Tale. By "Sabina." 
*^ Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

STILL UNSURE. By C. Vane, Author of " Sweet BeUs 
Jangled." Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

STRANDED, BUT NOT LOST. By Dorothy 
Bromyard. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

CWEET IDOLATRY. By Miss Anstruther. 
^ Crown 8vo, 7s, 6d. 

THE ADVENTURES OF MICK CALLIGHIN,M.P. 
a Story of Home Rule ; and THE DE BURGHOS, a 
Romance. By W. R. Ancketill. In one Volume, with Illus- 
trations. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

HTHE BARONET'S CROSS. By Mary Meeke, 
■*- Author of " Marion's Path through Shadow to Sunshine." 
2 vols., 2 IS. 

''PHE BRITISH SUBALTERN. By an Ex- 
-*- Subaltern, i vol, 7s. 6d. 

nPHE CLEWBEND. By Moy Ella. Crown Svo., 7s. 6d. 

THE CRIMSON STAR. By J. Edward Muddoch. 
3 vols., 3 is. 6d. 

THE D'EYNCOURTS OF FAIRLEIGH. By 
Thomas Rowland Skemp. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

THE DAYS OF HIS VANITY. By Sydney Grundy. 
3 vols., 3 IS. 6d. 
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rpHE HEIR OF REDDESMONT. 3 vols., 318. 6d. 

'T'HE INSIDIOUS THIEF: a Tale for Humble 
■*- Folks. By One of Themselves. Crown 8vo., 5s. Second 
Edition. 

THE LOVE THAT LIVED. By Mrs. Eiloart, Author 
of " The Curate's Discipline," ''Just a Woman," " Woman's 
Wrong," &c. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

"Throe volumes which most people will prefer not to leave till they have 
read the last page of the third volume." — Pall Mall Gazette, 

" One of the most thoroughly wholesome novels we have read for some 
time." Scotsman. 

THE MAGIC OF LOVE. By Mrs. Forrest-Grant, 
Author of " Fair, but not Wise." 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 
"A very amusing noveV— Scotsman, 

THE MASTER OF RIVERSWOOD. By Mrs. Arthur 
Lewis. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

THE MISTRESS OF LANGDALE HALL: a 
Romance of the West Riding. By RosA Mackenzie 
Kettle. Complete in one handsome volume, with Frontispiece 
and Vignette by Percival Skelton. 4s., post free. 

*' The story is interesting and very pleasantly written, and for the sake 
of both author and publisher we cordially wish it the reception it deserves." 
— Saturday Review, 

THE RING OF PEARLS; or. His at Last. ByjERROLD 
Quick. 2 vols., 21s. 

THE SECRET OF TWO HOUSES. By Fanny 
Fisher. 2 vols., 21s. 

THHE SEDGEBOROUGH WORLD. By A. Fare- 

•*• BROTHER. 2 vols., 2 IS. 

THE SHADOW OF ERKSDALE. By Bourton 
Marshall. 3 vols, 31s. 6d. 

^HE STAR OF HOPE, and other Tales. By Victoria 
Stewart. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

THE SURGEON'S SECRET. By Sydney Mostyn, 
Author of " Kitty's Rival," etc. Crown 8vo., los. 6d. 

" A most exciting novel — the best on our list. It may be fairly recom- 
mended as a very extraordinary book." — John Bull, 
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THHE THORNTONS OF THORNBURY. By Mrs. 
-^ Henry Lowther Chermside. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

THE TRUE STORY OF HUGH NOBLE'S 
FLIGHT. By the Authoress of "What Her Face Said." 
I OS. 6d. 

'T'HE WIDOW UNMASKED ; or, the Firebrand in 
-*- the Family. By Flora F. Wylde. 3 vols., 31s. 6d 

THE WOMAN THAT SHALL BE PRAISED. A 
Story. Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

THE YOUTH OF THE PERIOD. By J. F. Shaw 
Kennedy, Esq., late 79th Highlanders. Cr. 8vo.,7s. 6d. 

TIMOTHY CRIPPLE; or, "Life's a Feast." By 
Thomas Auriol Robinson. 2 vols., 21s. 

TIM'S CHARGE. By Amy Campbell, i vol., crown 
8vo, 7s. 6d. 

TOO FAIR TO GO FREE. By Henry Kay Wil- 
LOUGHBY. 3 vols., 3IS. 6d. 

npoO LIGHTLY BROKEN. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

*' A very pleasing story very prettily to\A,"~ Morning Post 

TOM DELANY. By Robert Thynne, Author of 
" Ravensdale." 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

•* A very bright, healthy, simply-told story." — Standard. 
" There is not a dull page in the book." — Scotsman. 

rpoWER HALLOWDEANE. 2 vols., 21s. 

T^OXIE : a Tale. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

TWIXT CUP and LIP. By Mary Lovett-Cameron. 
3 vols., 31S. 6d. 

TWIXT HAMMER AND ANVIL. By Frank Lee 
Benedict, Author of " St. Simon's Niece,* " Miss Doro- 
thy's Charge," etc. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

TWIXT WIFE AND FATHERLAND. 2 vols.> 
21S. 

" It is by someone who has. caught her (Baroness Tautphoeus') gift of 
telling a charming story in the boldest manner, and of forcing ns to take 
an interest in her characters, which writers, far better from a literary point 
of view, can never approach." — Atkenaum. 
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TWO STRIDES OF DESTINY. By S. Brookes 
BUCKLEE. 3 vols., 31S. 6d. 

TTNDER PRESSURE. By T. E. Pemberton. 2 

^ vols., 2 IS. 

TILLAGES : a Story in Three Books. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

^reTANDERING FIRJES. By Mrs. M. C. Despard, 
' ' Author of " Chaste as Ice," &c. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

\\rEBS OF LOVE. (I. A Lawyer's Device. 
' ' II. Sancta Simplicitas.) By G. E. H. i vol., Crown 
8vo., los. 6d. 

TX/^EIMAR'S TRUST. By Mrs. Edward Christian. 
'* 3 vols.,3is. 6d. 

\VrHAT OLD FATHER THAMES SAID. By Coutts 
*' Nelson. 3 vols., 31s. 6d. 

WHO CAN TELL? By Mere Hazard, Crown 
8vo., 7s. 6d. 

TiriLL SHE BEAR IT? A Tale of the Weald. 
** 3 vols., 31S. 6d. 

"This is a clever story, easily and naturally told, and the reader' 
interest sustained throughout. ... A pleasant, readable book, such as 
we can heartily recommend." — Spectator.' 

WOMAN'S AMBITION. By M. L. Lyons. 1 vol., 
7s. 6d. 

VE OUTSIDE FOOLS I or, GUmpses INSIDE the Stock 
-*- Exchange. By Erasmus Pinto, Broker. Crown 8vo., 
7s. 6d. 

Public Opinion says : — "Written in a clever, cynical, and incisive style, 
and thoroughly exposes the rigs and tricks of the Stock Exchange. One 
advantage of a perusal will be that those who allow themselves to be 
plundered will do so quite consciously. The volume as a whole is ex- 
tremely interesting." 

YE VAM PYRES ! A Legend of the National Betting 
Ring, showing what became of it. By the Spectre. In 
striking Illustrated Cover, price 2s., post free. 



Samuel Tinsley, 10, Southampton Street, Strand. 



14 Samuel Tinsley's Publications. 



T>OBA lyiTALIA; or, Italian Lights and Shadows: 
■^-^ a record of Travel By Chakles W. Heckethorn. In 2 
▼ok., 8vo, price 305. 

THE EMPEROR AND THE GALILEAN : a Drama 
in two parts. Translated from the Norwegian of Henrik 
Ibsen, by Catherine Ray. In i vol., crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

ipTYMONIA. In i vol., crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

HOW I SPENT MY TWO YEARS' LEAVE ; or, My 
Impressions of the Mother Country, the Continent of 
Europe, the United States of America, and Canada. By an 
Indian Officer. In one voL, 8vo. Price 12s. 

FACT AGAINST FICTION. The Habits and 
Treatment of Animals Practically Considered. Hydro- 
phobia and Distemper. With some remaii^s on Darwin. By 
the Hon. Grantley F. Berkeley. 2 vols., 8vo., 30s. 

MALTA SIXTY YEARS AGO. With a Concise 
History of the Order of St John of Jerusalem, the 
Crusades, and Knights Templars. By CoL Claudius Shaw. 
Handsomely bound in cloth, los. 6d., gilt edges, 12s. 

HARRY'S BIG BOOTS : a Fairy Tale, for " Smalle 
Folke." Bv S. E. Gay. With 8 Full-page lUustrations 
and a Vignette by the author, drawn on wood by Percival 
Skelton. Crown 8vo., handsomely bound in cloth, price 5s. 

" Some capital ftin will be found in ' Harry's Big Boots.' . . . The illustra- 
tions are excellent, and so is the story." — PaU Mall Gazette. 

MOVING EARS. By the Ven. Archdeacon Weakhead, 
Rector of Newtown, Kent i voL, crown 8vo., 5s. 

THE PHYSIOLOGY OF THE SECTS. Crown 
8vo., price 5s. 

ANOTHER WORLD; or. Fragments from the Star 
City of Montalluyah. By Hermes. Third Edition, re- 
vised, with additions. Post.Svo., price I2s. 

AMONG THE CARLISTS. By John Furley, Author 
of " Struggles and Experiences of a Neutral Volunteer." 
Crown 8vo., 7s. od. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE EVERLASTING TOR- 
MENT OF THE WICKED SHOWN TO BE UN- 
SCRIPTURAL. In wrapper, Price is. 

pUZZLES FOR LEISURE HOURS. Original and 
^ Selected. Edited by Thomas Owen. In ornamental 
wrapper. Price is. (post free.) 

THE REGENT: a play in Five Acts and Epilogue. 
J. M. Chanson. Crown 8vo., 5s. 

THHE RITUALIST'S PROGRESS ; or, A Sketch of the 
-*■ Reforms and Ministrations of the Rev. Septimus Alban, 
Member of the E.C.U., Vicar of S. Alicia, Sloperton. By 
A B WiLDERED Parishioner. Fcp. 8vo. 2s. 6 J. cl j th. 

"PPITAPHIANA; or, t*e Curiosities of Churchhyard 
-*-^ Literature : being a Miscellaneous Collection of Epitaph, 
with an Introduction. By W. Fairley. Crown 8vo., cloth, 
price 5s. Post free. 

•• Entertaining."— Pa// Mai/ Gazette. 

"A capital collection." — Court Circular, 

' ' A very readable volume. " — Daily Review. 

**A most interesting book." — €.eeds Mercuty. 

" Interesting and amusing." Nonconformist, 

*' Particularly entertaining." — Public Opinion. 

" A curious and entertaining volume." — Oxford Chronicle, 

*' A very interesting collection." — Civil Service Gazette. 

POEMS AND SONNETS. By H. Greeniiou3H 
Smith, B.A. Fcap, 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

GRANADA, AND OTHER POEMS. By M. Sacisfon. 
Fcp. 8vo., 4s. 

HELEN, and other Poems. By Hubert Curtis. 
Fcp. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

SUMMER SHADE AND WINTER SUNSHINE: 
Poems. By Rosa Mackenzie Kettle, Author of ** The 
Mistress of Langdale HalL" New Edition. 2s. 6d., cloch. 

CANTON AND THE BOGUE : the Narrative of an 
Eventful Six Months in China. By Walter William 
MUNDY. Crown Svo, 7s. 6d. 

DICKENS'S LONDON : or, London in the Woiks of 
Charles Dickens. By T. Edgar Pemberton, Author of 
" Under Pressure." Crown Svo, 6s. 



Samael Tindey, 10, Soathampton Street, Strand. - 



16 Samuel Tinsley's Publications. 

SYRIA AND EGYPT UNDER THE LAST FIVE 
SULTANS OF TURKEY ; being the Experiences during 
Fifty Years of Mr. Consul-General Barker, with Explanatory 
Remarks to the Present Day, by his son, Edward B. B. 
Barker, H.B.M. Consul. In 2 vols., 8vo. 

A NARRATIVE OF TRAVEL AND SPORT IN 
BURMAH, SIAM, AND THE MALAY PENINSULA 
By John Bradley. Post 8vo., 12s. 

rpo THE DESERT AND BACK ; or. Travels in Spain, 
-*- the Barbary States, Italy, etc., in 1875-76. By ZOUCH H. 
Turton. One voL, lai^e post 8vo. 

ITALY REVISITED. By A. Gallenga (of The 
Times), Author of ** Country Life in Piedmont," &c., &c. 2 vols., 
8vo., price 30s. Second Edition. 

The Times says — " Mr. Gallenga's new volumes on Italy will be welcome 
to those who care for an unprejudiced account of the prospects and present 
condition of the country. Most interesting volumes." 

UNTRODDEN SPAIN, and her Black Country. 
Being Sketches of the Life and Character of the Spaniard of the 
Interior. By Hugh James Rose, M.A., of Oriel Coll^^, Oxford. 
In 2 vols., 8vo., price 30s. {Second Edition.) 

The Times says — " These volumes form a very pleasing commentary on 
a land and a people to which Englishmen will always turn with sympathetic 
interest." 

The Saturday Bevl0W says — "We can only recommend our readers to 
get it and search for themselves. Those who are most intimately acquainted 
with Spain will best appreciate its varied excellences." 

OVER THE BORDERS OF CHRISTENDOM AND 
ES LAM I AH ; or, Travels in the Summer of 1875 through 
Hungary, Slavonia, Bosnia, Servia, Herzegovina, Dalmatia, and 
Montenegro to the North of Albania. By James Creagh, 
Author of "A Scamper to SebastopoL" 2 vols., large post 
8vo, 25s. 

* • May be safely recommended.' ' — World, 

SOCIAL ARCHITECTURE; or. Reasons and Means 
for the Demolition and Reconstruction of the Social 
Edifice. By An Exile from France. Demy 8vo., i6s. 

OUR INDIAN EMPIRE: the History of the Wonder- 
ful Rise of British Supremacy in Hindustan. By the 
Rev. Samuel Norwood, B.A., Head Master of the Grammar 
School, Whidley. Crown 8vo> 7s. 6d. 
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SYRIA AND EGYPT UNDER THE LAST 
FIVE SULTANS OF TURKEY; 

being the Experiences during Fifty Years of Mr. 
Consul-General Barker. With Explanatory Remarks 
to the Present Day by his Son, Edward B. B. Barker, 
Her Majesty's Consul. 2 vols. 8vo, with Portraits. 

A NARRATIVE OF TRAVEL AND SPORT 
IN BURMAH, SIAM, AND THE MALAY 
PENINSULA. 

By John Bradley. Large post 8vo, \2S, 

** A very modest and unpretentious record of a notable feat of travel. 
. . . The whole is very interesting ; its worst fault is one that can rarely 
be found with the record of travel — there is not enough of it." — Scotsman. 

TO THE DESERT AND BACK; 

or, Travels in Spain, the Barbary States, Italy, etc., in 
1^75-76. By ZoucH H. TuRTON. Large post 8vo, 

I2S, 

NOTICE. — The New Story by the popular Author of * Miss Dorothy's 

Charge,* * St. Simon's Niece,' etc. 

MADAME : a Novel. 

By Frank Lee Benedict, Author of * Miss Dorothy's 
Charge,' *St. Simon's Niece,' etc. 3 vols., 31 J. 6//. 

GERALD BOYNE: a Novel. 
By T. W. Eames. 3 vols., 31J. 6d. 

FRANK AMOR. 

By " Jajabee.'* 3 vols., 31J. 6d. 

THE DAYS OF HIS VANITY. 
By Sydney Grundy. 3 vols., 31 jr. 6d, 



MAUD LEATHWAITE : an Autobiography. 

By Beatrice A. Jourdan, Author of * The Journal of 
a Waiting Gentlewoman.' Crown 8vo, 7^. 6d, 

FOR TWO YEARS. 

By Vectis. Crown 8vo, yj. 6d, 

MARJORY'S FAITH. 

By Florence Harding. Crown 8vo, 7^. 6d. 

ROSIE AND HUGH; or, Lost and Found: 
a Tale for Boys and Girls. By Helem C. Nash. 
I vol., crown Svo, 6x. 

BREAD UPON THE WATERS : a Novel. 

By Marie J. Hyde. Crown Svo, 7^. 6d. 

ST. NICHOLAS EVE; and other Tales. 
By Mary C. Rowsell. Crown Svo, 7^. 6d, 

THE CLEWBEND. 

By " Dephias." Crown Svo, los, 6d. 

INTRICATE PATHS. 

By C. L. J. S. Crown Svo, los. 6d. 

REAL AND UNREAL: Tales of Both Kinds. 

By Harriet Olivia Boddington. Crown Svo, 7^. 6d. 

MARTIN LAWS. 

Crown Svo, 7^. (>d. 

THE REAL AND THE IDEAL, THE 
BEAUTIFUL AND THE TRUE ; 

or, Art in the Nineteenth Century : a Plain Treatise 
for Plain People, containing a new and startling 
Revelation for the Pre-Raphaelites. By A Rustic 
Ruskin. 2s. 6d. 

EPITAPHIAN A ; or, The Curiosities of Church- 
yard Literature; 

being a Miscellaneous Collection of Epitaphs, with an 
Introduction. By W. Fairley. Crown Svo, cloth, 
post free, 5^, 

THE RITUALIST'S PROGRESS: 

a Sketch of the Reforms and Ministrations of the 
Rev. Septimus Alban, Member of the E. C. U., 
Vicar of S. Alicia, Sloperton. By A. B. Wildered, 
Parishioner. Fcap. Svo, 2S, 6</., cloth. 



AS THE SHADOWS FALL: a Novel. 

By J. Edward Muddock, Author of * A Wingless 
Angel/ etc. 3 vols., 31 J. 6d. 

A NEW-FASHIONED TORY. 

I vol., crown 8vo, 7^. 6d, 

LIFE OUT OF DEATH ; a Romance. 
3 vols., 315. 6d. 

JESSIE OF BOULOGNE : a Novel. 
By JuGURTHA. 3 vols., 3 1 J". 6d. 

SHE REIGNS ALONE: a Novel. 
By Beatrice Yorke. 3 vols., 31^. 6d, 

LOVE THE LEVELLER: a Tale. 

^y Angus Comyn. i vol., crown 8vo, 7^. 6d, 

COOMB DESERT : a Novel. 

By G. W. FiTZ. I vol., crown 8vo, 7^. 6d. 

THE WOMAN THAT SHALL BE PRAISED : 
a Novel. 
, By Hilda Reay. i vol., crown 8vo, 7^. 6d, 

THE ADVENTURES OF TOM HANSON ; 

or, Brave Endeavours achieve Success : a Story for 
Boys. By F. Garside, M.A. With a number of 
graphic Coloured Illustrations. Handsomely bound, 
price 5^. 

THE DOCTRINE OF ETERNAL TORMENT 
SHOWN TO BE UNSCRIPTURAL. 
In wrapper, price is. 

THE IRISH COLLAPSE ; 

or, Three Months of Home Rule : a Vision of Con- 
fusion. Dedicated to the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Beaconsfield. By the Member for Donnybrook. Iu 
wrapper, price is. 

ANY WOMAN WILL DO FOR A MAN: A 
Warning to those about to Marry. 
In wrapper, 6d, post free. 
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